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2 | . 9. | Fannes aid Yambres withſtood. 
Mis, ſo ds thoſe alſa reſiſt the Truth. Men of corrupt. - 
1 . reprobgte concerning the Faith. But they: Hall. 8 


Proceed no further : For their Folly ſhall be m 
all Men, as. theirs alſo was. . 


- * 


2 


3 5 A* A ** 
. L - 1 
. 5K 
1 ds op 


% 
> 


vg, 


1 5 


3A * o 7 
r + Io 


RP”. $- 6 
. 4 
n 


* 
8 
e 
* 93 


- 
\ * 
: % LY 
ES : * 
— 
* 0 * 
* 
4 f 
25. N * 7 * m 
N I Bo © 1 ——_—__ 3 S K A Wn rt ook I ͤ„ n Po 1 * * * 
5 — 3 n r r e 2 — — ——  — _ — RY — PF 2 Py: a7 


o 
4 


THE 


p 4 . 
+. PIT 4 
FIR >. > 
THO 18 5 '* 5 
155 Y 
3 488 
b by I 5 a 
4 * 
HY ; 
7 > 
, 5 
£ - 
. 
, — * 
o 4 % 5 5 4 
a7 S 
Ne 
n * 2 
rl 
C 
þ4 
' { 
N _ 
N . f 
5 . 
is 
6h . 4 
1 » 
. 
93 WH 8 
= 150 9 
* 
* 
Fr 


ART of whatis contain'd in the following 
Pages was deliver*d ſeveral Years ago at 
an Evening- Lecture on the Lord's Day. I 
then declin'd its Publication, tho? earneſtly 
ſolicited thereunto, being defirous to draw 

a Veil over what immediately enſued on it; namely, 

an Expulſion of myſelf and Friends from that Place 

of Worſhip wherein I had ſpoken with ſuch Free- 
dom againſt the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. 

*Tis natural for Readers, if perfectly unapprized 
of this Aﬀair before, from ſuch an Hint to con- 
jecture, that ſome mercileſs Tyrant or other had 
been prompted by his Enmity againſt Religion in 
general, as well as Nonconformity in particular, to 
the Commiſſion of ſo deteſtable a Wickedneſs, and 
laid hold on the firſt Opportunity which preſented 
itſelf unto him for the Execution of his helliſh De- 
ſign. But how will they be aſtoniſh'd to be inform'd, 
that none beſides thoſe who ſubſcrib'd my CALL 
to miniſter amongſt them, were concern'd herein? 
that I had been choſen a few Years before with 

Unanimity ? I had indeed given no ſmall Uneaſineſs 

to Males and Females in the Courſe of my Labours, 

by preaching ſeveral Sermons both againſt Back- 
biting and ſwearing, tho' I did not ſyare any other 
Az . 
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Vice as it came in my Way. Having been accuſto- 
med in my Youth. (as thoſe of my Hearers who 
are yet alive can witneſs) to inveigh with ſome Bold- 
neſs againſt the Sins of the Age, I could ſee no 
Reaſon to forbear it in the Decline of Life, or to 
look upon POOLE as wholly exempted from the 
common  Pollutions of the World. Nor did I 
once imagine I ſhould have been treated in ſo out- 
rageous a Manner, for doing ſomething in #his 
Place, which by my Ordination-Vows I was obliged W 
to do in all Places whither Providence ſhould 
ſend me. = 
However, I was loch to expoſe the Nakedneſs of 
thoſe who had been guilty of ſuch an enormous 
Action at that Time, not knowing but they might 
repent of their raſh and unwarrantable Procedure ; 
befides, I thought it would be interpreted the Ef- 
fect of Pique and Reſentment in myſelf, and not 
Jo becoming the Character of one, who 1s willing 
to appear the meek and humble Servant of a meek 
and lowly Maſter. / But finding the Devil has made 
his Earnings of my long; Silence, and that by this 
Means there has been an Increaſe to more Ungod- 
Jineſs, I think ſome Obligation laid on me to beg 
Forgiveneſs both of God and Man for my Neglect. 
I muſt therefore confeſs: the unhappy Indolence of 
Temper (which hoth betrayed meinto many Incon- 
veniences in Life on other Occaſions) in the preſent 
Caſe: For I ought to have paid a greater Regard to 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and -the Reputation of 
thoſe. who had ſtood by me, when ſo indecently 
trampled upon; nay, the Conviction alſo of thoſe 
who had uſed me in ſo baſe and perfidious a Man- 
ner. Let none then complain, that J have at laſt not 
only made ſome Additions to my Sermon, but like- 
wiſe-. prefixed-the following Apology. For, tho' I 
had lately preyailed with myſelf to publiſh the follo- 


* Diſcourſe, Vet. being loth to ſtir a Waſp's Neſt, I 
ſignified 


"y 
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| ſignified to divers of my Acquaintance the Inten- 
tion J had of making no Remarks on former Dif- 
= ferences ; but have ſince, on mature Conſideration, 


retracted that Purpoſe, not knowing any juſt Rea- 


* ſon that could be given for keeping the: Devil's 


Counſel, and being ſure, notwithſtanding all the 
Oppoſition I could meet with from himſelf or his 
Inſtruments, I muſt ſtill be on the ſtrongeſt Side. 
I have indeed been a thouſand Times refreſhed with 


my Efforts againſt Profaneneſs, and am willing to 
1 | . by . . | 
> perſuade myſelf they han't beet all in vain. 


I had, however, been fo rough with Sinners 


> . Luſts, that I was requeſted at length to accept of 


an Aſſiſtant. This I complied with; for tho' a 
vigorous Conſtitution, wherewith God has bleſt me, 
had made it leſs neceſſary, yet I thought a Proſpect 


of more extenſive Uſefulneſs was a ſufficient Cauſe. 


Soon after my Aſſiſtant was to be changed into a 
Co- paſtor. This I alſo conſented to, tho? I knew it 
it proceeded from Diſreſpect to myſelf ; nay, was 
not only reconcikd to it, but much taken therewith, 
hoping by this means to enjoy the Converſation of a 
learned and pious Friend at home, and that both 


** of us might ſometimes be ſerviceable abroad too. 


But whilſt I was in Expectation hereof, a Meſſen- 
ger .came to me from a few of the Congregation 


the Day after (as I remember, or the next following) 
I had preached the Lecture aforeſaid, who deſired 
co ſpeak with me. I waited on them accordingly, 
> when, to my great Surprize, I was aſkt, Whether 
I would. refign my Pulpit? To which (as I had 
\ Reaſon) I anſwered in the Negative, and demanded 


the Meaning of ſo ſudden an Alteration. One 
then preſent told me, I had called him a Dog; 
for 1 had faid, that Sinners were Dogs, and he 
was a Sinner. To whom I replied, that God and his 


oy Conſcience beſt knew what he was, but that. I 


myſelf had no particular Deſign to expoſe him. 


, TOW 


| 


n) 
Another of them told me, that he was a Man a 
no Dog: After ſome more of ſuch trifling Talk 


ve parted, and ſoon after I underſtood the Meeting- 
houſe Doors were ſhur, without the Knowledge, 
much more the Conſent of the far greater Part of 


the Congregation. © This arbitrary and unjuſtifiable 
Conduct I freely expoſtulated with them about, 
both by Word and Letter; but oppoſed the vio- 
lent opening the Doors again, tho' the chief Magi- 
ftrate of the Town would have interpoſed his Au- 


thority for that Purpoſe. Many indeed of my 5 


Friends have blamed me, and continue to do ſo, 
for ſuch a tame Submiſſion to tyrannical Proceed 
ings, who tell me that I ſhould ſtill have had the 
Bulk of the Auditory, if I had kept my former 
Station. But as I had not been uſed to ſtand over 
an hot Oven, nor had ever before lived in the Fire 


I choſe to retreat with my Adherents to an Houſe, e 


where we might enjoy our Sabbaths without a 
Mixture of Malecontents, rather than be inſulted as 
a Tyrant for driving any from their accuſtomed 
Place of Worſhip; or having ſuch for my Hearers 
as would be a dead Weight upon me, and perpe- 
tually lye upon the Catch. However, 1 don't 
think it inexpedient, even at ſome Diſtance of Time, 
to take Notice of the ſeveral aggravating Circum- 
ſtances attending the Perpetration of this Fact, be- 
cauſe many of them, inſtead of being —_— 
are puffed: up, vainly triumphing in a ſup * 
rov. 


Victory; and, like the adulterous Woman, 


xxx. 20. Wiping their Mouths, and ſaying, they have 
done no Wickedneſs. Beſides, the ſetting a public Brand 
upon it, may ſerve for an Admonmon and Caution 
unto others, not to tread in the Tame Steps. Let 
i then be conſidered, that 
This was conunitind: in the Face of the Sos, the 
Doors een kept faſt e after 
Wibout 


(vii) 
Without any Leave of, or giving the leaſt Inti- 


3 mation to others immediately concerned, 


— wherein no antient Hereſies were re- 
5 1 vived, nor new ones broached, nor any thing de- 
Bp — but what Chriſtians of all Denominations, 
nay Tews, Turks, civiliz d Pagans, and all beſides 


monize in. 

The Sermon was preach'd before a conſiderable 
Number of Debauchees, who, being moſtly in low 
Life, would probably be more affected with a plain 
and rough Diſcourſe, wherein their oun Artillery 


more poliſh' d Harangue. 

The ſudden Ejectment of the Preacher hereupon 
4 had a manifeſt Tendency to eraſe ſerious Impreſ- 
| be * ſions out of their Minds, who would be ready to 
conclude that HE was more to blame for reproving 


»* it; eſpecially if it be conſidered, that 
This was done at the Connivance and Approba- 
2 tion, if not by the Inſtigation of ſuch, as had long 
F F made a Profeſſion of Religion. 
0 Some alſo of thoſe who had pretended themſelves 
my moſt zealous and hearty Friends were con- 
ceern' d herein, nay ſollicited others to en the 
4 Abettors of their Wickedneſs. 

= They were likewiſe the ſmaller Number who com- 
mitted or incouraged this Fact, there being an un- 
cConteſted Majority of Proprietors againſt | them, 
_ = amongſt whom I was one myſelf. 
his was done in a populous Town, once Gin 
for Religion, but of late notoriouſly ſunk as to its 
> Morals, and grown infamous for e Dane 
7 neſs, Uncleanneſs, Sc. 
= _ Hereby alſo Occaſion was given to the common 

Enemy to mock at our Sabbaths, to inſult us and 


S N 8 KN a 1 


-Speedily after a faithful and zealousDiſcourſe a againſt | 


-_ - downright Atheiſts in en or Practice har» - 
was diſcharged againſt themſelves, than with - 


of Sin. than THEMSELVES for the Commiſſion. 
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| (vii ; 
our holy Religion on the Account of our ſcandalous 
Diviſions. | DK 
Several concern'd herein had alſo young Families, 
who finding their Parents ſo angry when Wicked- 
neſs was expoſed, might from thence take Encou- 
ragement to commit all Uncleanneſs with Greedi- 
neſs; nay, a certain young Perſon was imployed 
by one of his neareſt Relations to nail the outer 
Gate which leads to our Houſe of Worſhip. 
A Watch was likewiſe ſet on the Houſe to 
guard it. | 
They hereby excluded themſelves, as well as 
their Neighbours, like #/op's Dog in the Manger, 
who would neither feed himſelf, nor permit the Ox 
to do ſo. 1 IB 

This was alſo done at a Time, when a melan- 
cholly Cloud hung over the Nation, and this Town 
in particular, which did ſoon after burſt forth in 
an expenſive and bloody War, that ſtill ſubſiſts. 

No Charge has ever been exhibited in Writing 


againſt me, tho* I have often challenged them to 


do it, | 

It farther deſerves Conſideration, that this was 
neceſſarily attended with the apparent Violation of 
a ſolemn previous Contract, viz. the fixing in a 
Co-paſtor, in Conjunction with myſelf: But, in 
in anſwer to this, one of them told me in his own 
Houſe, they ſhould never have a bright Man come 
amongſt them as long as I was ſuffered to preach. 

It may alſo be obſerved, that they who have 
been ſo warm and furious in this Affair, have ſo 
poorly ſubſcribed to the Support of their Miniſters 
in Time paſt, notwithſtanding their boaſted Wealth, 
(whatever they have done ſince) as, if their Exam- 
ple had been followed in other Places, would 
long before now have ſtarved Nonconformity out of 


the Kingdom. 
„ This 


A 


(* 


> This baſe and perfidious Dealing hath alſo given a 


"2 dreadful Blow to the diſſenting Interelt: For, if a 
2X Perſon who had been of long Standing in the Mini- 
E ftry, and acquired a Reputation equal to moſt of 
his Brethren in the Country, is ſerved at ſo ſcurvy 
ga rate, how muſt Juniors be diſcouraged from en- 
tering our Pulpits? One may without a Spirit of 
Prophecy venture to ſay, that without a remarkable 
Interpoſition of Providence, there won't be any great 


227 occaſion e're long for Locks or Bars to keep Preach- 


ESR 5 
F 


ers Our. 

While J ſeriouſly reflect on theſe Things, it gives 
me no ſmall Regret, that two of my Reverend Bre- 
thren (one of whom reſided not in this Country) 
ſhould diſcover ſuch groſs Partiality as they did in 
comprobating, or at leaſt winking at this intolerable 
Conduct, when ſent for in a clandeſtine Way, with- 


25 


cout any Intimation given to myſelf or Friends. But 


St. Peter himſelf was made a Tool of Satan once 
and again. Beſides, one of theſe Gentlemen having 


> laboured under a Delirium a little before, J am wil- 


> ling methinks to impute his otherwiſe odd Manage- 
ment unto har. 
I᷑ preſume, no candid or impartial Perſon will 


blame me for laying the fore-mentioned Particula- 


1 


rities in the Way, where their Conſciences will find 
them who are more immediately concerned therein, 
if they give due Attention. 
But becauſe Sinners Luſts are fretful, peeviſn, 
impatient Things, I look on myſelf obliged to vin- 
dicate the Pages following, from the Cavils and 
Exceptions that may be urged againſt them. Tis 
indeed very common for Authors to deſpiſe the Cen- 
ſures of the meaner Sort, not thinking a Galeatus 
Prologus neceſſary to defend themſelves from vulgar 
= Tattle, when they are morally certain they can truſt 
1 themſelves in the Hands of the wiſe and judicious. 
"X 1 own, in philoſophical Speculations, or the more 
B knotty 
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knotty Points of polemical Theology, this Method 
is juſt enough; but in Matters purely practical, 
wherein the immortal Intereſts of all are concerned, 
I humbly conceive, there ſhould be a Condeſeen- 
fion ſo far, as to ſtop the Mouths of every Gain- 
ſayer. For the Prince of Darkneſs ſerves his Pur- 
poſes exceedingly, by the little Jerks and Flurts 
(tho never ſo trite and thread-bare) that are imploy'd 
againſt ſerious Godlineſs. Wherefore, theſe Ob- 
jections which can't be ſuppoſed to DESERVE an 


Anſwer, do nevertheleſs NEED one. The Que- 


ſtions which I ſhall give diſtinct, tho? brief, Replies 
to, are ſuch, as I have either for the moſt Part 
heard myſelf, or been informed of. Some of them 


flow from Rage and Scorn, others from ſottiſh Ig- 
norance and Stupidity, and a few have dropt from 


the Lips of (I hope) well-meaning, but weak, Chri- 
ſtians. 3 

Q. 1. Why did I chooſe ſuch a Text? A. Be- 
cauſe infinite Wiſdom had choſen it long before. 
Being among thoſe Scriptures given by Inſpiration 
of God, I thought it profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs, 
having been alſo cited by the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 
U./22> | e | 

Q. 2. Will it do any Good? A. I hope it may. 


Neither can all the Men on Earth or Devils in Hell 


be ſure of the contrary, nor (what is more) will 
their united Force be able to hinder its Uſefulneſs, 
if that God, who has both incarnate and internal 
Fiends in Chains, ſhall be pleaſed to honour it. with 
his Bleſſing. 

Q 3. But don't I think I have done ſomething ? 
A. I know I have, and ſomething too which, 
being ſupported by the infallible Records, will ſtand 
its Ground when the Heavens and Earth ſhall 
paſs away. 


«8 
REI nn 
Bo. 
ES 
NS 
© 
"IIS 
7 - 8 
. 
1 
„ o On a 
1 
R 1 
1 
2 * 5 a} 
: 7 3 
* bh a 
1 


1 
Q. 4. Wont it be laught at? A. I am too ſen- 
ſible it will, But I ſhall have no worſe Company 


than the Lord of Liſe and Glory himſelf, as well as 
a Multitude befides, of whom the World was not 


worthy. Not only the Scoundrels and ruſtic hob- 


bling Satyrs in lower Life, but the more lofty and 
refined Bullies of the Age may beſtow ſome Sneers 


9 yon it. Vet it may be nevertheworſe for all that. 
For theſe may rather diſcover hereby ſome Flaw 
in their own Intellectuals; a Fool being known by 
> bis much Laughter. Even in Laughter the Heart is 
ſometimes /orrowful (as the wiſe Man tells us) and 
there is nothing makes a Man look more filly, than 
> a forc'd conſtrain'd Laugh. Let me however remind 
2 theſeLaughers of the old Proverb, viz. They laugh beſt, 
= that laugh laſt; and inaſmuch as there is a Day 
coming, when there's one above them, who, with- 
> out ſincere Repentance, will alſo /augh at their Ca- 
lamity, and mock when their Fear cometh, I would 
adviſe them not to mock now, leſt their Bands be 
made ſtrong. 8 


Q. 5. Won't ſome be the worſe inſtead of better 


1 by it? A. Saint Paul ſaith, to ſome we are the Sa- 
vour of Death unto Death, as well as the Savour of 
=> Life unto Life to others: But what comforted him, 
and may alſo ſupport all faithful Miniſters to the 
End of the World, is, that we are unto God a feet 


Savour in Chriſt in them that periſh, as well as in 
them that are ſaved, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. Nay, our 


| bleſſed Lord himſelf found many were the worſe 
for his Preaching. The Scribes and Phariſces would 
not have been as they were, nor brought ſo much 
Sault on their Heads as zhey did, if our Saviour 


had not preach'd in ſuch a Manner as he did. 

Q. 6. But muſt I be perpetually bawlng? A. L 
muſt, while Mens Sins do Bau ſo loud to Heaven 
for Vengeance. Miniſters, under the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation, are as much obliged to cry aloud, not to 
2 ſpare, 


the Prophets of old. 
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( xii ) | 
ſpare, but lift up their Voices like Trumpets, as 


Qt. 7. When ſhall I have done ſpitting. out my 
Venom? A. I ought to be wiſe as a Serpent. Now 
Naturaliſts have obſerved of Serpents, that they 
have their Venom always ready; and indeed, whiltt 
the old Serpent is continually pouring out his Venom 
into his Inſtruments, ſuperadding it to that Venom 
which they had before, tis highly requiſite for Mi- 


niſters to have their Antidotes {till at Hand. And 


(to purſue the Metaphor) I am ſenſible, for my 
own Part, that I can't ſpit it too freely or fiercely 
whilſt J live, nay pleaſe myſelf with the Proſpect 
of bearing my Teſtimony againſt the Devil's Brood 
above Ground, when my Fleſh and Bones are rot- 
ting under it. We have a Set of Gentlemen (or 
rather a Pack of Villains) both in the laſt and pre- 
ſent Age, who have proſtituted their. Wit and 
Learning to promote the Devil's Kingdom, 
debauching Youth with filthy Plays, Novels, c. 
yet clawing one another with flattering Encomiums 
on that Account, and. hunting for Applauſe from 
others. Tis ſurely hard, if they who are ſet for 


the Defence of the Goſpel, and propagating Holi- 


neſs, muſt be blamed for endeavouring to run down 
Vice, as much as theſe Wretches ſtrive to exalt it. 
Mr. Collier in his View of the Engiiſo.Stage, and 
its Defence, deſerves the Thanks of all good Men, 


(tho? I diſlike his political Principles) for expoſing 


the Blaſphemy, Smut and Profaneneſs thereof, and 
endeavouring to guard the riſing Generation more 
eſpecially againſt the Contagion: But notwithſtand- 


ing what he and others have written, the Poiſon ſtill 


diffuſes itſelf, and ſeems to have a more general 
Spread than ever, which therefore leads me to the 
Solution of another Objection. ret 
Q. 8. Is it a PROPER TIME? A. We may 
as wiſely enquire, whether it be a fit Seaſon, when 
| *- a 


9 
* 


9 


DG > | 

a Houſe is on Fire to extinguiſh the Flame; an 
when a Perſon is ſick or wounded, to apply proper 
Remedies. A Lunatic indeed may be thoughtleſs 
and ſecure, tho in the utmoſt Danger, but this 
renders him yet more the Object of his Neighbours 
Compaſſion. I am ſure, they are not the beſt 
Judges whom the God of this World hath, blinded, 
whom their own deceived Hearts have turned aſide. 
The preſent Time, as to the Affairs of this Life, is 
univerſally thought the moſt proper Time, if it can 
be laid hold on. The Sailor makes uſe of the 
>> firſt fair Wind, the Captive lays hold on the 
> firſt Opportunity of releaſing himſelf, the Farmer 
improves every kind of Weather for doing the 
Work of the Day in its Day, and has Senſe enough 
to make both Rain and Sun-ſhine ſerve his reſpec- 
tive Purpoſes. But, alas! in Matters of the great- 
eſt Moment, and when the everlaſting Intereſts of 
MRien lie at Stake, tis, it ſeems, extremely difficult 
to hit upon a proper Time either to give, or to 
receive good Advice. It can certainly be no proper 
Time when the Day of Grace is over, and Sinners 
luft up their Eyes in Hell. Behold, now is the ac- 
= cepted Time; babold, now is the Day of Salvation, 
275, Cor. vi. 2. I made haſte, ſaith David, and delay d 
nos fo keep. thy Commandments, Pſal. oxix. 60, If 
then it be ſeaſonable forthwith to abandon ſenſual 
| Pleaſures, to abſtain from fleſnly Luſts, which war 
againſt the Soul, to devote ourſelves to pure and 
ndefiled. Religion : Tis of courſe neceſſary to give 
unediate Warnings, nay repeated and inceſſant 
ones t füch as can find a proper Time (as |they?ll 
= call it) for any Thing that their Corruptions ſhall 
ſet them about, but never a convenient Seaſon for 
pProſecuting the chief Errand they were ſent into 
cis World for. E 953911. Le. 
ay = Q. 9. But is it not very rude to call Chriſtians 
= DOGS? A. To be ſure it is; and * 
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of Lamentation, that ſcarce any Thing is more 
common, than to call thoſe Dogs, who in the 
Judgment of Charity are CHRISTIANS indeed, 
Followers of the Lamb, Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, and therefore peculiar Objects of the Divine 


honourable. The Righteous is more excellent than 
bis Neighbour, Prov. xii, 26. Wherefore, they 
deſerve better Uſage from thoſe who more juſtly 
intitle themſelves to this Name, while they give 
it fo injuriouſly to others, I therefore think 
it as great a Soleciſm to call a Dog a Chriſti- © 


may there find wicked Men ſtil'd Dogs, but never 
: Chriſtians. I think indeed Apes or Monkeys more 


or ſpiritual Lunacy to the proper Exerciſe of their 
intellectual Faculties. We have in the fifteenth , 
Chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel the Story of a young 
Mad- man brought to his Senſes. I ſhould: rejoice 
to find what I have. now written accompliſhing the 
like End on the Prodigals of the preſent Day, 
nor ſhould J begrudge my Pains, if I could be an 


Inſtrument of making any ſingle Fool wiſe to- Sal- 93 


both me and him on that Account. There's nothing 
Bere of doubtful Diſputation, or that a Man had need 
to rack his Brains about (pardon the Finax) till he 
has crack d them. (They are all plain to him that un- 
derſtandetb, and right to them that find Knowledge, Prov. 


(xiv) 


Love. Good Men, tho' never ſo poor, are 


an. If we examine the ſacred Records, we 


reſemble Men, than profane and licentious Men!“ 


reſemble the Diſciples of an holy Feſus. 5 


Q. 10. But after all, is it not enough to make 
one mad to read ſuch Stuff? A. The Deſign 
of this Paper is to cure Perſons of their Mad- 
neſs, to bring ſuch as labour under a moral 


vation, tho? every one of his Fellows ſhould deride © 


viii, 9.) Here are no metaphyſical Inquiries into 


| Myſteries unreveal'd, nor Inſults on the Characters of 
* good Men who differ from their Brethren about 


3 Specula- - 


(r) 


dre peculations too deep for any poſſibly on this Side 
the Heaven to fathom; but only an Attempt to deter 
ed, Sinners from that under which all the lower Creation 
Va- now groans, and which alſo, unleſs timely repented 


of, prepares for everlaſting Groans in Hell. 
are Q. 1x. But is it not likely to turn the Readers as 
han well as Hearers Stomachs? A. If this ſhould 
1ey be the happy Effect thereof, my Purpoſe will be 
tly ſerved, provided that a Turn of the Stomach iſſues 
ive | in a Turn of the Life and Converſation.  *Tis well 

known, that the Perſons of the greateſt Quality in 


ink 
iſti⸗ the Kingdom chearfully give large Fees to their Phy. 
we ſſicians to have their Stomachs turn'd. Surgeons 
ver are employed in examining the Sores and Wounds 
ore and Ulcers of ſuch as are in dangerous Circumſtan- 
lens ces, tho' they themſelves, as well as their Patients, 

and compaſſionate Standers by, do yerk at the Sight. 
ake But perhaps J ſhall be told, that what I am concern'd 
ſign in is another Caſe, I confeſs it to be fo, and a 
lad. CASE of infinitely greater Importance; for what 
oral _ are the Maladies of the Body, compared with thoſe 
heir of the immortal Sou]? If the Stirring of a Jakes, 
enth , or raking into a filthy Dunghill, will hinder a 
ung Company of Bedlams from rolling therein, who 
oice had miſtaken the ſame for a Bed of fragrant Roſes, 
the or the Agitation of a common Sink or Sewer will 
ſtop them, from plunging into it (imagining it to 
have been ſome delicious Fountain, before the noi- 
ſom Exhalations had affected their Noſtrils) it ought 
to be look d upon as a commendable Piece of Charity, 
tho ſome of the Neighbourhood ſhould be offended: 
The Compariſon, I own, is courſe, and what 1 
mould not have uſed, had I been treating on any 
other Subject, but the moſt a- propos that I could 
find for the preſent Occaſion. | 325 8 
= Q. 12. Is it not mere Billinſgate? A. There 
are no Oaths or Curſes interſperſed, nor one Falſe- 
bood mingled with what I have written: But if 
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2 Divine Bleſſing, Railers may both fave themſelves 4 


| ( v1) 
faithful Rebukes deſerve this Appellation, 1 confeſs 
the Charge, and undertake the Vindication of it 
from the Example of our Lord himſelf in the 23d 
Chap. of St. Mathew's Goſpel, and elſewhere, as 


well as many others who might be mention'd in 
the Old and new Teſtament. 

Q. 13. But if Michael the Archangel durſt not 
bring a railing Accuſation againſt the Devil, how 
dare others to rail who are ſo much his Inferiors? 
A. Michael's tailing againſt an apoſtate Spirit in a 
State of utter Deſperation, could have done neither 1 
of them any Service; we therefore don't find in the 
Parable of the rich Man and Lazarus, that Father 
Abraham treats the wretched Supplaint with oppro- | 
brious Language; for this would have fignified no- 
thing in order to his Reformation, when fix'd in N 
that Hell from which there is no e 5 
(The Railing of the Prophets againſt his dernen 
whom he had left behind might indeed be uſeful to 
them, who were yet in a State of Probation. Nor 
do I think the Bleſſed in Heaven will hereafter fend © 70 
any Part of their Eternity in reproaching and in- 
fulting the Damned. Whatever fruitleſs Railing 
there will be in the infernal Regions, I believe there 
will be none in the ſuperior. The only Place g 
wherein Railing may be of any Benefit or ahm. 2g 
tage, muſt be this preſent World; for here, throo 


and thoſe that hear them. Nay, I will venture to 
aſk any wiſe Man, whether they had not better 1 
hearken to all the Billiugſgate Rhetorick (if they 
are not aſham'd of that invidious Term) that can 
be found from Gene/is to the End of the Revela- 
lion, explained and applied in the keeneſt Man- 
ner, than to hear that ſhort Sentenec from their 
Judge in the Great Day, Mat. xxv. 41. Depart | 


from me, 9e Curſed, into Dry 60. IN jy proper 1 
a 


SS + < 8 


5 Com) 
= for the Devil and his Angels, Or to be afflicted 
with the Hillingſrate of their own Conſciences (in 


230 Bf Conjundtion with that of Temprers to and Aﬀoci 
. | | 


F ates in Sin) everlaſtingly. | 4 

in , Q. 14. Well, but is there no MALICE in ſuch 
= Preaching or Writing? A. There is, or, at leaſt, 
there oughit to be Indignation mingled withReproofs, 
I mean, againſt Mens Vices, not their Perſons. As 
Malice ſuppoſes ſomething criminal, to talk of 
Malice againſt Sin is downright Nonſenſe. o—@ 
ZZ ©. r5, But did F not know before-hand, that I 
ſhould make ſome People angry with me? A. I 
had too juſt Reaſon to think I ſhould, and ſo had 
the Prophets of old. Maſes had great Reafon to. 
FLeonclude, that he ſhould diſpleaſe Pharaoh, eſpe- 


Jab and Micajab doubtleſs knew that they ſhould 
pProvoke Ahab. Exetiel might be aſſured from God 
"Himſelf what Treatment he muſt look for from the 
__ "Saordned Fews. Daniel likewiſe could not be igno- 
pend fant how unwelcome his Addreſſes would be to thoſe 
d in- Bt! two haughty Princes, Nehuchadnezzar and Hei- 
üling Paxzar. Our bleſſed Lord himſelf perfectly knew 
how angry he ſhould make ſome of thoſe' to whom 
"He preached in the Days of his Fleſh ; and he gives 
wan. ſuch as were to preach in his Name an Intimation 
to this Purpoſe, John xvi. 2. They ſhall put you out 
F the Synagogues, yea the Time cometh, that whoſc- 
ever killeth you will think that he doth God Service. 
2. 16. But (to ſuffer a cloſer Queſtion to be put 
to me) was it not my Deſign to exaſperate ? A. Yes 
it was, however, not to exaſperate any againſt my 
wela- Perſon or my Doctrine (for that muſt be the Con- 
„ Yuct of a Fool or Mad-man) but againſt that 
r > Wickedneſs which doth us all the Miſchief both 
here and for ever. And on this Account the more 
pared Juppoſed Malice my Diſcourſe had in it, the more 
for real Charity on a ſerious —— will it appear 
BEER | | to 


T.Sally after he had tried him again and again. Eb... 


ſes, homely Similies, and flat Sentences in it, be- 


(Win) 


to carry with it. The more I could inflame 


Reſentments of thoſe that heard me againſt Sin and 


Satan, ſo much the more Kindneſs Iknew I ſhould do 


them. That Charity which regards the immortal 
Happineſs of Men, is certainly the moſt ſublime, 
eſpecially when one in the Exerciſe thereof expo- 
ſeth himſelf to Difficulties, and Dangers. ; 9 
Q. 17. But (to give my petulant Queriſts all the 
Satisfaction 1 am able) did I not aim at ſome parti- 
cular Perſons? A. What I delivered from the Pul- 
pit, and now from the Preſs, is levelled againſt all 
the Guilty, without any Exception, nor are any 
intended by me in Contradiſtinction to others equally 
obnoxious. There being no Mark in any Part of 
my Diſcourſe by which one might be ſingled out 
from the reſt of his Neighbours. This being a 
Method which I could never approve of, as ſavou- 
ring more of Spite than Pity, of Paſſion rather than 
Compaſſion. EPS 


Q. 18. But (after all) are there not ſome un- 
couth out- of. the- way Expreſſions uſed by me? 
A. None that I know of, which may afford juſt 
Cauſe of Offence. Chriſtianity was at firſt a very 
uncouth Doctrine, to the Jews a- ſtumbling Block, and 
to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. St. Paul dropt a great 
many out-of-the-way Sayings to thoſe among whom 
he preached, particularly at Athens, but he went on 
a lure Bottom, I ſhould not indeed have dar'd to 
forge Metaphors out of my own Brain, but thought 
J had no Reaſon, when I found: them ready to my 
Hand, to forbea?. the Explication (as I was able) 
tho* ſome ſqueamiſh Stomachs might diſreliſh them. 
doubt not but there are Multitudes in this Kingdom, 
who would reſoice to ſee the Bible itſelf burnt by 
the Hands of the common Hangman (I don't 
mean the Romaniſts only, but ſuch as call them- 
ſelves Proteſtants.) who find fo many clumſy Phra- 


ſides 


. 3 
ſides ſuch a diametrical Oppoſition to the Principles 
and Practices of a fine Gentleman, that they'll give 


the Pre- eminence to the dulleſt heavieſt Piece of 


Atheiſm that was ever written. 


. 19. But have I not made ſome unneceſſary 


Digreſſions? A. I am not appriz'd of any ſuch, 
tho* in popular Diſcourſes ſuch Excurſions are not 


uncommon, as may any way be accommodated to 


the Subject in Hand, or ſerve for the uſeful Enter- 
tainment of Readers. 3 | 
Q. 20. But is not a more mild and gentle Way 
rather to be choſen ? Are not Perſons ſooner to be 
drawn than driven ? A. The beſt Way I can think 
upon to keep Sinners out of Hell, is firſt to aſſure 
them that there is ſuch a Place, and next, that they 
are the very Perſons for whom, without ſincere Re- 
pentance, it is prepared. Knowing the Terror of the 
Lord, wwe perſwade Men, 2 Cor. v. 11. | 
Q. 21. Is this preaching Chriſt ? A. Yes, St. 


Paul determined to know nothing among the Corinthi- 


ans, ſave Feſus Chriſt ana him crucified, 1 Cor. ii. 2. 
Yet he told them as plainly as *tis poſſible for me 
to do, who they are that ſhould not inherit the 
Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. *Tis indeed 
impoſſible to preach Chriſt aright, unleſs the Miſery 


which Sinners are under by Nature be firſt repre- 


ſented to them ; for none will regard the Phyſician, 
but ſuch as find themſelves to be fick ; nor will any 
ſeek after a Pardon through the Blood of Chriſt, 
before they are apprehenſive of the Guilt under 
which they labour. Chriſt is very imperfectly 
preached, if the Precepts and Threatnings of his 


Goſpel are not delivered and explained as well as 


the Promiſes thereof. His Miniſters are obliged to 
ſet him forth, as one that will ere long be revealed 
from Heaven, with his mighty Angels in flaming Fire, 
to take Vengeance on them that know not God, &c. 


C 2 impeni- 


2 Theſ. i. 7, 8, 9. A Chriſt that will fave finally 


1 


impenitent Wretches is a mere Chimera, a Fig - 


ment of the Sinner's Brain, a cunningly deviſed 
Fable that Satan has made uſe of for the Deſtruction 
of Multitules. | 

QA 22. Can Saints find any Comfort in ſuch a 
Diſcourſe? A. If they can't, they'll do well to 
ſuſpect their Saintſbip. For every one who deſerves 
that Character, will doubtleſs rejoice to find Sin ex- 
poſed to Contempt. » 

Q. 23. But does not St. Paul ſay, that he was made 
all Things to all Men, and that he did pleaſe all Men 
in all Things, 1 Cor. gth. and 10th Chapters? 
A. The Expreſſions muſt be limited to all la 
Things. The Apoſtle would not ſurely become a 


Drunkard to pleaſe Drunkards, or a Swearer to 


pleaſe Swearers. None were more ſtern or in- 


flexible than himſelf, when he ſaw juſt Occaſion. 


As he treated ſome with great Gentleneſs, ſo others 


with equal Roughneſs, not giving place to the falſe 
Brethren by Subjection, no not for an Hour, Gal. 
1. 3. withſtanding Peter to his Face, becauſe he 
was to be blamed; v. 11. How does he huff Ey 
mas, tho very probably a perfect Stranger to him be- 
fore? Al, xill. 10. 0. Fal of all Subtlety and all 


# 


" Allie? thou Child of the Dew, tha Knemy of . all 


Righteouſneſs He calls Auanias, even on the Judg- 
ment Seat, a whited Wall, Acts xxiii, 3. Some 
may think, that when he reaſoned before Felix 
(Acts xxiv. 25.) of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 
Judgment to come, ſuch Subjects had been better let 
alone at that Time, but he conferred not with Fleſh 
and Blood. | 


24. But is this the Way to promote Peace and 


Love? A. Our Saviour informs his Diſciples, that 
Strife and Contention would follow on the Recep- 
tion of his Goſpel, that a Fire would be kindled 
among the deareſt Friends and Relatives. How- 
„ | ever, 
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( 
ever, it muſt be acknowledged be right May to 
end the Controverſy betwixt God and Sinners, to 
reconcile Heaven and Earth; nay, tis the Way to 
eſtabliſh a more perfect and laſting Friendſhip'be- 
tween Man and Man, A Fool may be angry with 
one that gives him a painful Doſe in order to his 
Cure, or with a Guide that would force him out of 
a ſmooth but dangerous Road, and conduct him 
in a ſafe, but not ſo common a Way, Miniſters 
ought to conſult the Peace of their own Minds, 
whatever Noiſes or Diſtractions in Neighbourhoods 
they may be the innocent Occafions of, and had far 
berter quarrel with thouſands and tens of thouſands, 
than ſuffer their own Conſciences to quarrel with 
them, or to have the Upbraidings and Curſes of 
thoſe on their Death-beds, with whoſe Luſts they 
© had too treachetouſly complied in Life. 2 
Q. 25. But in ſo polite an Age as the preſent, 
would it not have been better to conſult the Taſte 
of the more refined Sort of Mankind? A. The 
fat greater Part of the World are now, as they have 
always been, Perſons of mean Extraction and Edu. 
cation, who are no Judges of Style, but yet have 
Souls of equal Value and Duration with the greateſt. 
And whatever Alteration there may be in the Reliſh 
of the learned World, IT am ſure there is port x". 
in the Things themſelves. Holineſs is as amia 
and excellent, Sin as hateful, Hell as dreadful, a 
Judgment Day as certain and awful as ever they 
were. Nor indeed will the moſt luſcious Rhetoric 
pleaſe, if the Reader finds his Luſts ſtruck at, tho? 
never ſo tenderly, but preſently takes the Alarm, 
| and flings away the Book as containing a Parcel of 
fly ſnivelling Cant. Fo PROT GO NENT 
Q. 26. Well, but after all, is it not Prieftcraft 
at the Bottom? And has not the World been Prieſt- 
rod long enough already? A. I anſwer, by aſking 


iP 


—— 2 wart r ee A 4rcet  oirereth rt oy LO i Pots wt II 5 Ja 
* . Hu 4 


Foy Sa... 2 N 2 GE 


— — 


45 


another Queſtion, Whether of the two is moſt eli- 


gible to be rod by, the PRIEST or by the DEVIL ? 
It may juſtly raiſe one's. Indignation and Compaſ- 
ſion at the ſame Time to hear poor mean-ſpirited 
Wretches complain of the Prieſts Impoſitions, and 


expreſs themſelves in very diſdainful Language on 


that Head, who yer are led captive by Satan at his 
Will. I confeſs indeed, that in too many Coun- 
tries, to be Prieſi-rod and Devil-rod are Terms of 
the ſame Import; but as for thoſe who make the 
holy Scriptures their only Rule and Labour to 
guide ſuch as are committed to their Care in the 


ſtrait and narrow Way that leads to eternal Life, I 


don't think they can drive them on too ſwiftly, 
or (to keep the Metaphor) ride them too fat. For 
the more ſpeedy ſuch a Motion! is, ſo much the 
better. We can't ſufficiently bewail the obſequiouſ- 
neſs of thoſe who ſo tamely give themſelves up to 
the God of this World, the Prince of the Power of 
the Air, the Spirit that works in the Children of 
Diſobedience whilſt they ſcorn the Advice and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of any who would ſhew them the Way to 
everlaſting Happineſs, 

Q. 27. But will not ſuch Preaching drive away 
our Hearers, and if People won't attend on Sermons 
of this Kind, what does it ſignify to deliver them ? 
A. Miniſters muſt perform their Duty, how ſmall 
or mean ſoever their Auditories are, tho' this makes 
Printing more uſeful and neceſſary. For that which, 
when tranſiently heard from the Pulpit, gave Diſ- 
guſt, being more maturely confidered as it comes 
under the Eye from the Preſs, may produce a dif- 
ferent Effect; beſides, it may be preſumed, that 
many who ſeldom viſit Chriſtian Aſſemblies, are 
led by Curioſity to read what is publiſhed to the 
World. 

Q. 28. But how will the diſſenting Intereſt be ſup- 
ported, if Miniſters "ovens thoſe on whom they 
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depend for their Subſiſtance ? A. The Principles | 


whereon Nonconformity ſtands as an impregnable 
Fortreſs, were never better underſtood, or more 
ſtrenuouſly defended, than in the preſent Age; nay, 
the Facobites themſelves, thoꝰ our bitter Adverſaries, 
have patroniz d our Cauſe in their pompous and 
labour d Harangues; for the Sword cuts both Ways, 
and the Arguments urg'd for civil, are at leaſt as 
ſtrongly concluſive for religious Liberty. Yet, alas! 
we were never at a lower Ebb; not becauſe we 
ͤtreat our Hearers with greater Freedom, than our 
* Predeceflors did theirs, but rather becauſe we too 
far ſymbolize with them. One who in a great Af- 
| fluence. of Wealth is humble, | ſerious, charitable, 
becomes of courſe an Ornament to the Place where 


he reſides, as well as that Society of Chriſtians to - 
which he belongs, and deſerves to be eſteem'd a 


public Bleſſing. But if any who frequent our Aſ- 
ſemblies, prove Nigards or Rakes, or (which is 
not altogether impoſſible) both by Turns, whilſt 

they poſſeſs an Abundance of Things of this Life, 
(as is [very often the Caſe) they ſometimes bring 
Quilt on their Miniſters as well as themſelves, who 
are laid under fore Temptations to ſhuffle and pre- 
varicate, that they may not bear too hard upon their 
darling Vices; for pur ſe- proud Clowns expect an 
unconſcionable Deference ſhould be paid to their 
= Luſts,and think it hard that ſuch as they help to keep 
from ſtarving, together with their Families, ſhould 
have the Inſolence to rally Gentlemen of their Worth 
in their Pulpits. Wherefore, I have long thought, 
4 that Perſons of this Character had better be loſt 
from our Congregations, than found in them; and 
that Preachers ſhould rather ſubmit to the meaneſt 


= 


and their Houſholds, than make Shipwreck of a 
good Conſcience, I have indeed frequently wiſh'd, 
that every public Inſtructor were diſcharg'd from 
W * 5 | thoſe 


| Drudgeries in Life for the Support of themſelves 
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M.᷑atter more largely in a diſtin Paper. 


{ xxw ), 


thoſe Clogs and Snares which embarraſs honeſt, but 


t, Men in ftrait Circumſtances. I can't 


dot look upon it as one of the DEPTHS of Sater, 
and that he never more transforms himſelf into an An- 


gel of Light, than when taking his Revenge on 
thoſe who are employed in deſtroying his Kingdom, 
he prompts them wholly 10 renounce this World, 
under the Pretence of an extraordinary Regard to 


the Sacredneſs of their Office. Hence that Doctrine 


of Devils in the Rondo Church, forbidding the Clergy 


to marry, neceſſarily flows; for he that is married ca- 1 


Feth for the Things tbat are of the World, 1 Cor. vi. 33. 

But that Proteſtant Diſenter, who profeſs the great. 
eſt Abhorrence of Popery in other Inſtances, ſhould 
ek up the Spittle of the Antichriſtian Harlot in 
this reſpect, nay act more inconſiſtently than Papifts 

themſelves do, is very abſurd: For, it is far bet, 
ter to have no Families, than not to make ſuch Pro- 
viſion for them as they lawfully may, 1 Tim. v. g. 
Neither Scripture nor Common. ſenſe diſallow Mens 
exerciſing their rational Powers, becauſe they ſome- 
times appear in Pulpits, in order to their laying up 3 


ſomething for their Wives and Children after their 37 
Deceaſe; nor can any thing be ſuggeſted on this, Ry 


Head, but will bear as hard on private Chriſtians. “% 
But perhaps I may ſometime or other conſider this 


Q. 29. Have I not- ſuffered enough already? 
Or am I willing to expoſe myſelf to farther Rage 
and Fury? A. Threatned Folks live long. Had! 
indeed been abſolutely at the Diſpoſal of the Prince 7 
of Darkness or his Agents, I muſt long ſince have 
been chaſed out of the World; but every Man is 


immortal, till his Work is done. I confeſs, the 


longer I live, the more bold and fearleſs I grow, 
whilſt ingaged in the beſt of Cauſes, and ſerving 
the beſt of Maſters. WA | 


8 


ra) 
But it is high Time to finiſh my Preface, ſpun out 4 
to an unexpected Length, in anſwering ſuch poor 
and pitiful Sophiſtry, tho* I am afraid many Things 
have been omitted which I may afterwards wiſh had 
been taken notice of. — | 
However, I would earneſtly intreat all my Read- 
ers, for God's Sake, for Chriſt's Sake, and for their 
on Souls Sake, not to take the Devil's Part a- 
gainſt me; nor, if they ſhould fancy they can 
light on a ſore Place in the following Diſcourſe, to 
fix like Flies upon it, neglecting all the reſt, but to 
peruſe the Whole with ſuch Candor and Impartiality, 
as I myſelf do (or deſire to do) the Writings of 
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1 Prov. xxvi. 1 I, a | A 
As a Dog returneth to his Vomit, ſo a Foot A 
| returneth to bis Folly. Fry 


HE Holy Ghoſt hath been pleafed to 
make uſe of divers metaphonical Expreſ- 
ſions in ſacred Writ to repreſent the 
vile, heinous and deteſtable Nature of 
bl; Sin. Among theſe, I have choſen the 
"yl Words of my Text, as exhibiting the moſt. loth- 
we ſom Idea I could find any where in the whole Bible 
IF | to fet forth Vice in its proper Hue and Complexion, 
By | : and conſequently to deter its ſworn Vaſſals from the 
1 Profeſſion and Practice of it. St. Peter therefore, 
Ht when deſcribing the dreadful State of Apoſtates, 
borrows this Simile, which is indeed the only Cita- 
tion from Solomon's Proverbs in the New Teſtament, 
2 Pet. ii. 22. But it has happened unto them ac- 
cording to the true Proverb, the Dog is turned to 
his own Vomit again. Impenitent Wretches are 
here, as well as in ſeveral other Places ſtil'd DOGS. 
Such Dogs may be conſidered returning either to 
a profane or penitential VOMIT. 

Returning to a profane Vomit, is the pouring 
out afreſh from the abundant Conception of Luft 
in the Heart, Blaſphemies, Oaths, Curſes, corrupt 
and rotten Communication, falſe Witneſs, T hefts, For- 
nications, Adulteries, Murthers, and every Thing 
that can be ſuppoſed to defile either Lips or Life. 
Tho! the frſf Commiſſion of ſuch Sins is once too 
often, yet, alas! there's uſually a diſmal Repetition 
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CRT 3 1 
of them; nay, the more frequently repeated, the 
more fond does the infatuated Sinner grow of 
them. 5 | 
\ Returning to a penitential Vomit is the Perpetra- 
tion of thoſe Wickedneſſes which Perſons have pro- 
feſſed their Repentance of and Sorrow for, accom- 
panied with Promiſes of Reformation and Amend- 
ment, and perhaps ſome languid Purpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions alſo. As the Dog returneth to the licking 
up of that Vomit which he had lately diſgorged, 
not reflecting on the Pain and Uneaſineſs it had 
given him; ſo the thoughtleſs, inconſiderate Wretch, 
too forgetful of the late Horror he had felt and the 
Vows he had made on that Occaſion, greedily 
ſwallows in again thoſe fatal Morſels he had thrown 
up, not without a fearful Aggravation of his Guilt. 
Such a one moſt juſtly entitles himſelf to the De- 
nomination of a FOOL, whatſoever Character he 
may aſſume himſelf, ' or receive from others on the 
Account of his natural or acquired Endowments. 

I ſhall therefore conſider both theſe Terms in 
the Text as peculiarly applicable to the Devil's 
Vaſſals. 

Firſt, They are Fools. This Name occurs fre- 
quently in Solomon's Writings, and wicked Perſons 
are generally underſtood thereby. Such demon- 
monſtrate their Folly, | 

1, In diſobliging and affronting their beſt Friend, 
namely, the great God, from whom they received 
their firſt Breath, and on whoſe Bounty they con- 
tinually depend, who guards them from a thouſand 
Perils, and loads them with a thouſand Mercies, 
who gives them Houſes and Lands, Silver and 
Gold, proſpers the Labours of their Hands and 
Brains, heals their Diſeaſes, ſending them back again 
into the World after he had ſhaken thern over the 
Grave, who affords them the many Comforts they 
experience in the Enjoyment of their Families or 

D 2 Friends ; 
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| ( 28 ) 
Friends ; who has alſo promiſed infinitely greater 
and better Things unto them in the next World, if 
they will faithfully ſerve him in his. Ah! what 
ungrateful as well as 8 Fools muſt Sinners be, 


Who perſiſt in their Rebellion againſt ſuch a Gd? 
21. In pleaſing their greateſt Enemies, the infer- 
nal Legions, who triumph in all thoſe Acts of 
Tranſgreſſion that Sinners are guilty of. There's 
not one diſloyal Practice, not the leaſt Violation of 
the divine Commands, but gratifies Satan and his 
Angels. What Madneſs muſt it then be to mini- 
{ter to the Satisfaction of ſuch as ſeek their ever - 
laſting Deſtruction? 4 ; 
3. In provoking one who is able to deſtroy. 
both Body and Soul in Hell, Mat. x. 28. An 
almighty Arm can cruſh Rebels and Traitors in a 
Monient. V ho weuld ſet the Briers and Thorns 
egainſt him in Battle? He would go through them, and 
burn them together, Wa. xxvii. 4. When a certain 
Philofopher contending with a Roman Emperor, 
yielded the Argument, being aſked by one of his 
Friends why he did fo, reply*d, that he thought it 
too hard to ſtrive with one who had twenty Legions 
at his Command. Tis ſurely much more abſurd 
to enter the Liſts with one who can employ the 
whole Creation againft his Foes. ho knoweth the 
Power of his Anger? eden according to his Fear, ſo 
is bis Morat, Pal. xc. 11. | wy 
4. In doing Things without previous Conſidera- 
tion. WE HAD NOT THOUGHT), is the 
known Language of Fools. Sinners don't give 
themſelves Time for ferious Reflections. Their 
impetuous and unruly Luſts ſpur them on without 
allowing them a Moment to weigh the diſtal Con- 
ſequences of the Courſe they are taking. Were 
either Scripture or Reaſon duly conſulted, it would 
be utterly impoſſible for them to take ſuch pre- 


- 
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poſterous Methods as they do to their utter Over- 
throw. 5 4 1 
2. In rejecting wholeſome. Counſels and Admo- 


nitions given them. As they won't ſuffer (if poſ- 


ſible) their own Conſciences to expoſtulate the Caſe 
with them, ſo neither will they lend an attentive 
Ear to the ſeaſonable Advice of their moſt faithful 
Friends. Solemn and repeated Inſtructions from 
Pulpits make no Impreſſions on them, nay, are too 
frequęntly heard with Indignation. . 
6. In walking in thoſe Paths which have been per- 
nicious and fatal to others. We deem ſuch Fools or 
Madmen, who wilfully run againſt Rocks, on which 
many have ſplit before them, or plunge into Bogs 
or Quagmires where their Neighbours have been 
ſuffocated, or leap over Precipices whence their Com- 


poanions have broke their Necks. What Fools then 


muſt we reckon thoſe, who are ſo headlong and 
headſtrong as to follow others to everlaſting Flames? 

7. In acting below the Dignity of their Nature. 
We blame ſuch for acting an incongruous Part, 
who n==dleſly debaſe and diſparage themſelves. 


Fo Should a mighty Prince employ himſelf in ſweep- 
ing Streets, ſcouring Kennels, cleanſing Stables, 


carrying away Dunghills, Sc. every one would ſay, 
that he acted out of Character, and ſuppoſe no ſmall 


© Defect in his Intellects. Thus ſtands the Caſe with 
Sinners; tho' they are very proud, yet (ſtrange In- 


conſiſtency ! ). they are very baſe, not reſenting as 


they ought the ſuperior Excellency of their Being, 
they make themſelves not only like the Beaſts that 
poeriſh, but become Vaſſals to the moſt lothſome 
= Part of the Creation. 


_ 8. In taking a great deal of Pains to no Purpoſe, 


or rather a very bad one. What Fruit had ye in 


thoſe Things whereof ye are now: aſhamed, for the End 


& thoſe Things is Death? Rom: vi. 21. What- 
ever Succeſs wicked Men may find in * 
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of: the Emoluments, Honours or Pleaſures of this 


Lite, if the one Thing needful be neglected, they'll 
appear Fools in grain another Day. 

9. In doing ſomething which they are not able to 
Rand by, nor make any rational delightful Reflecti- 
ons upon. I confeſs, Sinners may and do rejoice 
in a Thing of nought, nay glory in their Shame, 
and ſometimes eriurph in ſuch Villanies as deſerve 
the'Gallows or Scaffold; but ſuch a Conduct ariſes 
from a moral Lunacy or Diſtraction: Take them 
in their lucid or ſober Intervals, when their Con- 
ſciences are upon them, and the Lion in their Breaſts 
is unfettered, more eſpecially in Death-bed Ago- 
nies ; then they appear to themſelves, as well as all 
about them, fit Objects for Compaſſion. How will 
ſuch without ſincere and timely Repentance Seo 
themſelves i in a Judgment-day ? 

But as I have very briefly confider'd all Sinners as 
Fools in general, ſo I would a little ſpecify the Fol- 
lies of ſome particularly; for the Fools of the Age 


may be diſtinguiſh'd into ſeveral Claſſes. 


1. Then there's the Atheiſtical Fool. The Fool 
hath ſaid in his Heart, there is no God, Pſal. xiv. 1, 
This Wretch deſerves to be placed in the Front of 
Fools. For tho? all Sin is interpretatively Atheiſm, Þ 
and every Sinner may be ſtiled an Atheiſt either in 


| Speculation, Wiſh or Practice (according to the 


uſual Diſtinction) yet we commonly limit the Name 
to the ſpeculative one, tho* ſome have queſtioned 
whether there's any ſuch Animal in Being : How- 


ever, we are too ſure, that many in this as well as 


former Ages, have the Impudence to pretend them- 
ſelves ſuch. *Tis an old Obſervation, that a Miracle 
was never wrought for the Conviction of an Atheiſt, be- 
cauſe every IJ hing in the viſible Creation preacheth a 
Deity to him. For the inviſible Things 6 him from the 
Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being under. 
_ by * Things that are made, even his eternal 
Power 


(632) 

this Power and Godbead, ſo that they are without Eucuſ. 
y' Rom. 1. 20. But if a Perſon be really fo blockiſh, 
and labours under ſuch a natural Incapacity, as not to 
to underſtand the Exiſtence of a God from Sun, Moon, 
cti- and Stars, with the numberleſs rational, ſenſitive, 
ice and vegetable Beings in this lower World, a thou- 
ne, # ſand Miracles would not fix a Conviction on him, 
rve | as not being able from the Feebleneſs of his intel- 
ſes lectual Powers to diſtinguiſh what is miraculous from 
em what is otherwife. The Atheiſt indeed betrays the 
on- Fool (or acts an inconfiſtent Part) in divers other 
iſts F Inſtances. As when he takes his Maker's Name 
2 in vain in common Diſcourſe, or in a Court of 
all Juſtice, while he profeſſes to believe him a mere Non- 
entity; and when he imprecates eternal Damnation on 

= himſelf or others, which he takes to be as great a 
4 Chimera. But what I more wonder at is, that any 


one plac'd at the upper End of the World ſhould 


as | 
ol- X own himſelf an Atheiſt; for if his Domeſtics, his 
ge Tenants, or Neighbours ſhould ſuck in his Princi- 
= ples, he would ſtand (according to the vulgar Say- 
vol ing) @ poor Chance for his Livelihood, if not his 
1, Life. A poor Wretch, that hath nothing to loſe, 
of may far more eaſily be ſuppoſed to turn an Atheiſt, 
m, when he may mend his Circumſtances by Perjury, 
in Theft, Murder, Sc. or, if he does not proſper accor- 
he ding to his Wiſhes, thinks a Whipping-poſt, a Pil- 
me lory, or a Swing at the Gallows the worſt that he 
ed can feel, Whereas, one who has a large Portion 
w- of good Things in this Life, and nothing to expect 
as in the zext, ſhould in common Prudence conceal 
m- his Notions. „5 
le 2. The Deifts are another Species of Fools, but 
e- of theſe there are different Sorts. For ſome of them 
a not able to digeſt the World's Eternity, nor yet the 
he Epicurean Concourſe of Atoms, are conſtrain'd to 
acknowledge a Deity, yet won't aliow him to con- 


cern 


9 
- | 
«+22 
it 
1 
Ji 
: 
| 
: 
? 


— 


3 »/ 


_ 
_ 
— — . _ — ec — 8 
— , * - wu A ** ry =. 
K r 4 * — ets an * — — — — 
A CPI, tat —— —— — by ov — — — 

8 Sow I-44 — 

25 2 a 


r 
— 


—— 
— ——ůͤ — RI 
— — — 


— — 
" 


. et a. un — 
Arr. . 
NOTTS ve — — 


— — 
PPP 

r 

* 

— 


LG IPO EI... 
8 . * 


| ('32 ) 

ckrn himſelf fo far with human Affairs, as to give 
rational Beings any Laws, or conſequently to punifh 
the Bad, or reward the Good. Fools that they are, 
to ſuppoſe ſo much Power and Wiſdom to be laid 
out in the Formation of Creatures, without any 
further Care about them. But others profeſs their 
« Behef of a GOD, and likewiſe a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, who yet prove themſelves il 
to be great Fools in rejecting the Chriſtian Revela- WW 
tion, there being nothing in natural Religion but 
what is found in our Bible, and many Things found 
there which the Light of Nature could never have | 


inſtructed us in. 
3. There are ſwearing and curſing_Vools, who 
ſet their Mouths againſt the Heavens, but he that | 
"/etreth in the Heavens fhall laugh at them. Such iſ 
Fools, as knowingly and wilfully tranſgreſs the 
Laws both of God and Man, ſhall not go unpuni- W 
ſhed. But of theſe J have ſpoken elſewhere. 
4. There are flattering Fools, who ſpeak not the 
*Fruth in their Hearts, who cover Hatred with 
lying Lips, Prov. x. 18. or who purſue ſome worldly | 
Intereſts, by clawing their Neighbours with unduc 
Praiſes. The Lord ſhall cut off ſuch flattering Lips, Þ 
:Pfal. xii. 3. Some, alas! flatter in their Pulpits, | 
daubing with untempered Mortar, ſowing Pillows 
under the Arm-holes of their Hearers, crying, 
Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace, againft whom 
there are many ſevere Comminations. There are 
alſo Self- flatterers, whoſe deceived Hearts turn them 
aſide, flattering themſelves in their own Eyes, till 
their Iniquities become hateful. | | 
g. There are backbiting Fools, ſuch as take up 
a Reproach againſt their Neighbour, and ſpread 
the ſame, or invent as well as propagate malicious 
Lies. He that uttereth Slanders isa Fool, Prov. x. 18. 
Such alſo as without the Intervention of their 
Tongues, make uſe of any ſignificant Geſtures to 
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blaſt 
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6 


blaſt Perſons Characters, and fix wrong Impreſſions 


on others concerning them, may be numbered 
among theſe Fools. Tis ſaid of a naughty Per- 
ſon, a wicked Man, that he winkelb with his Eyes, 
he ſpeaketh with his Feet, he teacheth with his Fingers, 
Prov. vi. 13. „ ; 

6. There are ſcoffing Fools. Such a young Fool 
was Iſhmael, Gen. xxi. 9. Such little Fools were 
they who mock'd the Prophet Eliſba, forty two of 
whom were ſlain by two ſhe Bears out of the Wood, 
2 Kings ii. 23, 24. But Perſons of a more advan- 
ced Age, as well as Children, have lat in the Scor- 
ner's Chair; nay, ſome of the dulleſt Wretches 
among us affect to be very witty this Way ; and, 
if their owr. Invention won't ſupply them with Jeſts 
on ſerious Godlineſs, will take them up wherever 
they can find them, tho* they are never ſuch out- 


| worn Things ; tho* the ſmarteſt Buffoons we have 
| muſt neceſſarily play the Fool, when they pretend 


to ridicule real ſubſtantial Religion, becauſe nor 


one Syllable of ſound SENSE can be ſpoken againſt 
= it. Beſides, the Lord will come with ten thouſands 
= of his Saints, to execute Judgment upon all, and to 
= convince all of all their hard Speeches, which ungodly 
Sinners have ſpoken againſt him, Jude 14, 15, 


7. There are perſecuting Fools, ſuch as moleſt 


| and harraſs others for Righteouſneſs Sake, conſiſca- 
ting their Goods, impriſoning and ſcourging their 


Perſons, baniſhing them from their native Country, 


| nay killing them in the moſt cruel and barbarous 
Manner. Such a Fool was Saul before his Conver- 
ſion, who pathetically bewails his Folly on this 


Account in divers Places, and blames himſelf for 


| having been exceedingly mad againſt the Saints, 


Alis xxvi. 11. Perſecutors are not only Fools as 
they break the divine Commandments, and parti- 
cularly violate that known Law, wiz, To do to 

Bs age - Lee others, 
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others, as they would that others fhould do unto them, 


but (if the great ones of this World) are mani- 


feſtly injurious to themſelves in vexing and oppreſ- 
ſing their beſt Subjects. What a fooliſh Part (for 
inſtance) did Lewis the fourteenth act, when he 
drove away fo many thouſands from ſerving him at 
home (as they would gladly have done) and there- 
by weakened his own Dominions to ſtrengthen his 


Neighbours abroad. | 


8. There are drunten Fools, who in a literal 
Senſe turn themſelves into Ideots, deſtroy their 
Reaſon, and are wilfully robbed by their own Hands 
of that which in a great Meaſure diſtinguiſheth 
human from brutal Nature. Such alfo come under 
this Denomination, who, tho* they ſeldom drink 
away their Senſes, yet thro' their Intemperance in- 
jure their Health, and bring on thoſe Diſorders which 
frequently cut them off in the midſt of their Days. 
A wiſe Man, that knows this Life at beſt is attended 
with a Variety of Troubles, will inure himſelf 
to a regular abſtemious Courſe, knowing what a 
Reference it has to his preſent Comfort and Eaſe, as 
well as his fature Happineſs. > | 

9. There are anclean Fools. Inceftuous Ammon 
was a Fool in rael, 2 Sam. xii. 13. The young 
Adulterer in Prov. vii. 7. was void of Underſtanding 
when he yielded to the flattering of the Harlot, 
going after her as a Fool to the Correttion of tbe 
Stocks, ver. 10. Whoring in ſecret is a troubleſome 
and chargeable Piece of Folly; but Whoring in 
STATE, as it is attended vith very ſhocking Im- 
pudence, becomes alſo far more expenſive, and fre- 
quently proves a fatal Purgatory. A conjugal Life 
being by many Degrees more cheap, as well as 
retch, who 
has ſacrificed her Virtue and Innocency to the Luſt 
of another, will on ſober Reflections conclude, that 
a gilt Chariot, a Train of Servants, the 1 
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Delicacies on her Table, or the richeſt Ornaments 
about her, are a very mean Compenſation for the 
Terrors ſhe ſometimes feels. | 

10. There are covetous Fools. Covetouſneſs 
ſometimes in ſacred Scripture ſignifies an inordinate 
Deſire after the Pleaſures and Honours, as well as 
Riches of this Life, but we commonly ule it to de- 
note the 44ſt. This is a Vanity which Solomon had 
ſeen under the Sun. There is one alone, and there is 
not a ſecond, yea, be hath neither Child nor Brother, 
yet is there no Eul of althis Labour, neither is bis 
Eye ſaliyfied with: Riches, -metther ſaith he for whom 
do ] labour and bereave my Soul of Good? Eccl. iv. 
7, 8. Saint Paul tells us, that they that will be 


rich fall into Temptation, and a Snare, and into many 


fooliſh and burtful Luſts, which drown Men in De- 
firuftion and Perdition, 1 Tim. vi. 10. Pride, In- 
zuflice, Oppreſſion of the Poor, Profanation of 
Chriſtian Sabbaths, reſtleſs: Cares, indecent and un- 
grateful Murmurs, are the uſual Attendants of this 
Folly, which greatly inhance its Guile, Beſides the 
woful Uncertainty of the Niggards keeping what 
he has with ſo much Toil and Anxiety gotten, 
makes him Jook yet more filly, His Wealth 1s 
frequently taken from him; For Riches certainly 
make themſelves ings, they fly away as an Eagle to- 
wards Heaven, Prov. xxiii. 5. However, he muſt 
ſooner or later be taken from them, and ſometimes 
very ſurpriſingly; as the rich Man was, who would 
pull down his Barns,. and build greater, &c. when 


| God ſaid unto him, this Night thy Soul ſhall be re- 


quired of thee, Luke xii. 20. prefacing the Notice 
with that upbraiding Appellation, THOU FOOL. 
More eſpecially does this Character belong to Miſers, 
if chargeable with anrighteous Gain. As the Part- 
ridge fitteth on Eggs, and hatcheth them not, ſo he 
that getteth Riches, and not by right, ſhall leave them 
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in the midſt of his Days, and at his End ſhall be 4 
FOOL, Jer. xvii.-11. 

11. There are proud Fools. ah whatſoever In- 
ſtances Pride diſcovers itſelf, Folly is betrayed. 
Whether Perſons are proud of their Birth, Beauty, 
Bodily Vigour, Wealth, Honours, Wit or Learning, 
they ſhew aFlaw in their Prudentials ; ; nay, if they 
magnify themſelves on the Account of thoſe Things, 
which have ſome real Worth and Excellency in 
them, they can't eſcape the Imputation of Folly, 
ſeeing they are indebted unto him from whom every 
good Gift, and every perfect Gift cometh, Jam. i. 17. 
But there are Multitudes who bewray their Fooliſh- 
neſs in boaſting of ſuch Things as deſerve Correction 
(if not Death) from the Civil Magiſtrate. 
12. There are hypocritical Fools, ſuch as act in 
Maſquerade, diſguiſed Players on the Stage on the | 


'Sage of this Life, dreſſing themſelves in the Ap- 


parel of Saints, that they may make a fair Shew 


in the Fleſh. It is an old and true Obſervation, 


that theſe are hated of their Fellow-creatures, be- 
cauſe they ſeem to be what they are not, and like- 
wiſe hated, alas! of their Creator, becauſe they are 
not what they ſeem to be. 

Laſtly, (tho divers others might be mention'd) 


the FELO-DE-SE, or Self-murderer, is a Fool. 


Such indeed who by a licentious Courſe have cut 
themſelves off in the midit of their Days, or been 
cut off for their Wickedneſs by public Juſtice, may 
in ſome ſort be reckoned under this Claſs, But I 


now conſider thoſe only who wilfully deſtroy them- 


ſelves by Poiſons, Halters, Piſtols, Swords, Knives, 
Precipices, Drowning, Sc. Self-murder was in- 
deed eſteem'd among the antient Romans a great 


Point of Heroiſm, tho' nothing can be ſuppoſed 


a greater Inſtance of Puſillanimity; for many have 


been their own Executioners from Troubles fear*d 


as well as felt, Abitophel and Judas are the two 
only 
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T 
only Fools of this kind mention'd in facred Writ. 


But this Folly (as dear and dreadful a Proof of Self- 
denial as it is) is often committed in our Iſland. ' 
But I ſhall leave the Conſideration of theſe Things, 


tho* a more copious and juſt handling of them (as 


may eaſily be conjectured) would ſwell out a very 


large Volume, my deſigned Brevity forbidding me 
to-expatiate on what I have fo lightly touched. I 
ſhall therefore make a few Reflections on this Cha- 
racter of Sinners, and then proceed. | 

1. We are hence taught to bewail the Degene- 
racy of human Nature. How is the Gold become 


dim? How is the fine Gold changed? Our firſt Pa- 
rents were created wiſe, but fooliſply tranſgreſſing 
the Divine Command, their Offspring become like 
themſelves. Vain Men would indeed be wiſe, tho" 
they are as wild Aſſes Colts, All Places are full of 


Fools, or, as St. John expreſſes it, the whole World 
lieth in Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. Lunatics are 
proper Objects of Compaſſion. Sinners, who la- 


bour under a ſpiritual Frenzy, no leſs call for our 


Pity. We ſhould lament the Diſhonour done to 


God, as well as the Injury they do themſelves. 


Rivers of Tears did run down David's Eyes, becauſe 
Men kept not God's Law. | 

2. This teaches us not to regard what the Gene- 
rality of Mankind folicit us unto, either ' by 


their Advice or Example. My Son, if Sinners 


entice thee, conſent thou not, Prov. i. 10. Tis a 
ſufficient Reaſon for us to ſhun them, becauſe they 
are Fools, Who would hearken to what a Fool ſays, 
but one that is as filly himſelf ? Shall a Companion 
of Fools be deſtroyed! Should we then chooſe 
them for our Aſſociates, or cultivate an unneceſſary 
Familiarity with them? Do not 1 hate them that bat? 
thee ? ſaith David, I hate them with perfect Ha red, 
Plal, cxxxix, 21, 22. | | 
| 3. We 
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3. We ſhould ſometimes anſwer Fools according 
to their Folly, Prov. xxvi, 5, We can't altogether 
avoid the ompany of Fools, for then we muſt needs 
£0 out of the World, 1 Cor. v. 10. Solomon there- 
fore directs us how to behave towards them in dur 
Verſes, that ſeem to contradict one another, but 
may. eaſily be reconciled. Anſwer not 4 Fool accor- 
ding to his Pally, leſt thou alſo be like unto him, ver. 4. 
Anſwer not one 2 ſwears or curſes with recipro- 
cal Oaths and Imprecations, nor a malicious Liar 
in the ſame Di 8. When we are under any 


Temptation to Sin, in anſwering a Malepert Fool, 


we had better ſay nothing at all, and turn a deaf 
Ear to ſuch a one. But if we can mortify a Fool, 

by anſwering him without bringing any Guilt upon 
r it we can teach him more Senſe or Man- 


ners, by an humbling Reply to his Impertinences 5 


or Prof aneneſs, we ſhould endeavour (according to 
the Apoſtolical Direction) 10 top his Mouth; Tit. 

I. 11. Elijah anſwered the ridiculous Prophets of 
Baal according to their Folly. And it came to paſs 
at Noon that Elijab macked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud, 
for he is a God, either be is talking, or he is Purſuing, 
or he is in a Tourney, or peradventurs he fleepeth, 
and muſt be awaked, 1 Kings xviii. 27. The Lord 
anſwered the wicked and flothful Servant according 
to his Folly by a diſmal Retortion, Mat. xxv. 26, 2.7. 

If a Fool at any Time ſets up for a Wit in drolling 
vn any Part of his Bible, (as, alas! what more 
common? ) you may huff him for his Ignorance as 
well as his Ruſticity, becauſe he talks about what. he 
underitands fo little of; you may tell him, that 
when he grows older, he may poſſibly learn more 
Wit and Breeding, than to ſpeak againſt a Book, 

which they who are ſo vaſtly his Superiors on all 
Accounts, have, in the ſeveral Ages of 'the Chri- 
lian Church, expreſt a profound Veneration 1 
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If he has the Impudence to boaſt of his diabolical 


Succeſs in debauching his Neighbours Wives or 
Daughters, you may tell ſuch a Fool, that another 
with equal Fuſtice may ſend a ſpurious Brood into 
his own Houſe. If one who has no Apprehenfion 
of a future Reckoning, ſhould 'complain of being 
robbed by a High-way Plunderer, you may tell him, 
that if be were reduced, he would very probably do 
the ſame, provided he had Courage for ſuch an 
Enterprize. Or, if you hear a poor Rake (and 
ſuch may be found now-a-days) in Rags and Rot- 


tenneſs, laughing at the Pains that ſerious Chriſtians - 


take to go to Heayen, you may put him in Mind 


of the many ſore and grievous Calamities which 


he has undergone himſelf in the Way to Hell, 
and tell him, that his own Condition is too fad to be 


0 laught at, whilſt he is a ſort of walking Corps, and 


anticipates the Grave, by /iinking above Ground. 

4. Ye ſhould deſpiſe the Cenſures and Reproaches 
of wicked Men, as being Fools. When Socrates 
an heathen Philoſopher was baſely inſulted by a 
ſcandalous Fellow in the Preſence of his Neighbours, 
who wondered at his Patience, he ſaid, F an Aſs 


(Jeu kick you, would you kick it again. A wiſe 


Man's Words deſerve to be taken notice of, whether 
he fpeaks by way of Commendation, Admonition 
or Reproof; but the unrighteous Calumnies of others 
are no more to be valued, than the Brayings or 
Heels of that ſtupid Animal. | 


5. Let us however, as we have Opportunity, 


give the beſt Advice and Council we are able to Fools, 
if there be any Proſpect of their Amendment or 
Reformation. If ſome Fools indeed are brayed in 
a Mortur their Folly won't depart from them. Time 
and Pains will be waſted on ſuch obſtinate mflexible 
Wretches, but others may be more receptive of Inſtruc- 
tion. Many that were Fools at firſt, have in 3 


(49) 
of Time arrived to true Wiſdom. Let him know, 
faith St. James, that be who converteth a Sinner from 
the Error of. his May, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, 
and fhall hide a Multitude of Sins, James v. 20. 

6. Laſily, Let us pray for Fools. This may 
and ought to be done, if nothing elſe ſucceeds. 
We mult offer up our Addreſſes to Heaven for the 
worſt as well as beſt. The pooreſt may bus 
be Benefactors to the greateſt, and they who have 
neither Leiſure nor Leave to ſpeak unto rich and 


honourable. Fools, may yet humbly ſpeak to the 


Almighty for them. 
I ſhall next conſider Sinners under the Character 
of DOGS; for tho' the Words of my Text, being 
only a Compariſon betwixt DOGS and Fools, 
would hardly allow me to fix ſuch an Appellation 
on them; yet, foraſmuch as St. Peter citing it 
doth expreſly- call them ſo, and they are ſtigmatiz'd 
bereby in other Places of ſacred Scripture, I ſhall 
briefly purſue the Parallel in the following Things. 
1. Dogs are vile and deſpicable Creatures. The 
Hire of a Whore and Price of a Dog-are joined to- 
gether, as being Both an Abomination unto the Lord, 
Deut. /xxiii. . 18. Am I à Dog, faith Goliah to 


xvii, 43. After whom is the King of 1ſrael come out? 
After whom doſt thou purſue ? after a dead Dog, after 
4 Flea, 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. Am 1 a Dog's Head, faith 
diner" in great Indignation to JÞboſbeth, 2 Sam. iii. 8. 
What is "thy Servant, ſaith Mephiboſheth to David, 
that thou ſbouldeſt look on ſuch a dead Dog as 1 am, 
2 Sam. ix. 8. Why ſhould this dead Dog 'curſe my 
Lerd. tbe. King! ſaith Abiſhai concerning Shimei, 
2 Sam. xvi. 9. 15.. thy Servant a Dog, ſaith Haaael 
to Eljha, that be ſhould do this great Thing? 2 Kings 
vui..x3,: Sinners are alſo vile. In bose Eyes a 
wile Perſon. is contemned, but he honoureth them "= 
ear 


— 


David, that thou comet to me with Staves ? 1 Sam. 


a 8 3 
. fear the Fn Pal. xv. 4. a vile Perſon i is here — 
-pofed to one that feareth the Lord. The wicked 
Sons of Eli are ſaid to make themſelves vile, 1 Sam. 


it, 13. The vile Perſon ill ſpeak Villany, and his 


Heart will work Inigquity, Iſa. xxxii. 3. I thou take 


Forth the Precious from the Vile, thou: jha't be as my 


Mouth, Jer. xv. 19. Antiochus ſirnamed Epiphanes, 
that is to ſay, illuſtrious, obtaining the Kingdom 
by Flatteries, and working deceitfully, is called a 


vile Perſon. In his. Eftate ſhall ſtand up à vile Per- 


Fon, Dan. xi. 21. Not all the Pomp and Splendor 


of this W orld can n make a Man truly honourable: mn 


the Eſteem of Heaven, while he continues an Ene- 


4 my to God and Godlineſs. 


2. Dogs are filthy, not ſerupling "ry into Mire 
and Dirt after their Prey, nor refuſing to feed on 

ſtinking Carrion; Neither ſhall ye eat any Fleſh tha: 

#5 torn of Beaſts in the Field, ye ſhall caſt it tothe 
Dags, Exod. xxi. 31. Dogs are frequently repre- 
Aented in ſacred Writ as eating human Fleſh after 
Heath; Him that dieth of Ferabvam in the City, all 

3 — tal, 1 Kings xiv. 11. The ſame is ſaid of 
aaſha,, 1Kings xvi. 4. The Lord threatens Abab by 

the Prophet thus, In the Place iber Dogs ticked 
the Blood of Naboth, 85 Dogs lict thy Blood, even 
thine, 1 Kings xxi. And af Fexebel alſh Hale 
\the Lord, ſching, 7 Dogs all cas Jezebel" ly the 
Tod 4 Ferrer, ver. 23. Nothing can eaſily be 
ſuppoſed more lothſome than the Blood of a dea 

Carcaſs, as well as its Fleſh. Sinners are likewiſe 

ſet forth under this Epithet. #fotv mich more abo- 

minable and filthy is NA, Whith drinteth Imiquily 

like Water ? Job xv. 16. They are altogether become 

Hy, Pſal. xiv. 3. Jo 4% ber (hab is filthy and psl- 
luted, Zeph. ii. 1. The Soul of righteous Lot ws 

vewed with\the Aly Converſation of the Sodomites, 

2 Pet. i. 7, 8. Filthy Dreamers defile the _ 
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Jude 8. Solomon Ne of a Generation that are 
Pure in their own Eyes, and Hel not waſhed from 
 their- Filthineſs, Prov. xxx. 12. Tis ſaid of wicked 
Ferujalem, that her Filthineſs is in her Skirts, Lam. 
1. 9. The Babyloniſh Harlot is ſaid to have a golden 
Cup in her Hand full of Abominations, and Filthineſs 
of her Furnication, Rev. xvii. 4. Sinners are repre- 
ſented as wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. ii. 21. St. 
Paul preſſeth the Corinthians to cleanſe 5 2 597 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

3. Dogs are impudent. Hence the Poet as a 
' ſhameleſs brazen-faced Fellow uuvetTy; wwvos rt 
Eau, one that has the Countenance or Eyes of a 
Dog. This Character too juſtly belongs to Mul. 
titudes of Sinners ; ſee Fer. vi. 15. Were they aſhamed 
- when they had committed Abomination ? Nay, they were 
not at all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh. So ſpeaks 
the Lord by the Prophet Iſaiab, The Shew of their 
Countenance doth witneſs againſt them, and they de- 
clare their Sin as Sedom, they hide it not, Iſa. ui. 9. 
Thus doth God alſo — by his Prophet Ezekiel 
of the Houſe of 1/rael ; For they are impudent Chil- 
" aren, and ſtiſf hearted, Exzek. ii. 4. What was ſaid 
concerning Judab of old, is applicable to many 
'now-a-days ; Thou badſt a ings s Forehead, and re- 
fajeaf to be aſhamed, Jer. iii. 

4. Dogs, as well as all os W bed Beaſts, 
en their Heads bending downwards, or inclined 
to the Ground, and on this, as well as many other 
ann they are diſtinguiſhed from Men. 


3 cum ſpeBant Animalia cetera r, 
05 Homini ſublime dedit. 


Yet, als l. in This, and See Raped beſides, 
Dogs are proper Hieroglyphics of human Minds; 


ſo that the Satyriſt had Reaſon enough f gt that Ex- 
clamation, 
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O curve in terras anime, & celiſtium inanes 


0 Souls bowed towards the Earth, and void of 


heavenly Things! The Saint differs from a Brute, 
by having his Converſation in Heaven, Phil. iii. 20. 
Whereas others are Men of this World, whoſe Por- 
tion is in this Life, Plal. xvii. 14. Whoſe God is 
their Belly, who mind earthly Things, Phil. ii. 19. 


# F 


cloſely attached to the Profits, Pleaſures or Honouis 
of this Efe. | | | 

5. Dogs are uſeful in many Inftances, fo are 
alſo wicked Men. I can't indeed ſay, that theſe fo 
perfectly anſwer the End of their Creation as Dogs 
do, however Providence makes uſe of them for 2 
veral valuable Purpoſes. Such whoſe moral Cha- 
tacter is very imperfect may be judicious Senators, 
profound Stateſmen, able and experienced Generals. 
The Children of this World being frequently wiſer 
in their Generation, than the Children of Light. 


Heathen Princes, as ſacred and civil Hiſtories in- 


form us, under the Direction of a ſuperior Hand, 
have often been ſerviceable to the Church of God, 


who has made the Wrath of Man to praiſe him, and 


reftrain'd the Remainder of Wrath. 

6. Dogs are hungry, 'greedy, voracious Animals 
(eſpecially ſome of them) even to a Proverb, and 
therefore fit Emblems both of Epicures and Nig- 
gards ; tho* theſe ſeem fo diametrically oppoſite to 
each other, yet here they harmonize, only with 
this Diſtinction; Gluttons and Drunkards are greedy 
of ſomewhat to throw into their Paunches, but Mi- 
ſers of ſomething to throw into their Cheſts or Cof- 
fers. Hence ariſe mutual Snarlings, if Libertines 
and Churls are in the ſame Family, or joined in 
proſecuting one and the fame Buſineſs,” the former 
will grow!, becauſe the _ won't live (as they call 
n | 2 it) 
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it) like themſelves, but are toiling and ſweating, 
and half ſtarving their own Bodies, to lay up for 
thoſe that will ſüfficiently pamper 7heirs when they 
are gene. The latter in their Turn murmur at, 
and inſult the former, for ruf (as we fay) from 
Hand to Mouth, and making themſelves Beaſts, or 
work, by an immoderate Uſe of Meats and Drinks. 
Both Sorts indeed are highly culpable, as being 
under the Tyranny of unmortified 8 e 
7. Dogs uſually lead a flaviſh Life, When we 
would expreſs Slavery in Perfection, we are wont to 
lay. that a Perſon lives the Lite of a Dog. Every 
Sznner being a Vaſſal to Satan and his own, Luſts, 

ours under warſe than Egyptian or Turkiſh Bon- 
Age. The Way 4 Fee 
Xii. 15. faith Solomon. They weary. ihemſelves 10 


commit Tniquity, {aith God by the Prophet, Jer. ix. 5. 


When the Jews, boaſted, they were never in Bon- 
dage to any Man, tho? our Saviour might have 
convicted them of an impudent Falſhood, by re- 
membring them of their Thraldom in Egypt, ſe- 


veral Times in Paleſtine, when delivered for their 


Sins into the Hands of their Enemies, the Balylo- 
ui Captivity, nay their preſent Subjection to the 
Romans; yet, paſſing over all theſe, he mentions 
ſomething infinitely worſe. Jeſus anſwered them, 
verily, verily, I ſay unto you, whoſoever. commiteth 
Sin, is the Servant of Sin. Lhe Sinner is ſometimes 
a.Slave to different and diſagreeing Maſters at once. 
He feels a Contraſt of Paſſions, ſerving divers Luſts 
and Pleaſures, Tit. iii. 3. Pride pulls him one Way, 
Avarice another, Drunkenneſs another: So that he 
is like a Pog (patdon the Simily) toſt in a Blanket; 
or, in the Words of an inſpired Perſon, like a 
Wave of the Sea, driven with: the Wind and Zofſed, 
James i. 6. Sin is frequently its own Puniſhment. 


His om Iniquities fall take uhe Wicked himſelf, 
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and he ſpall he halden. with the Gords of tis 
Prov. 21 What a Slave 2 Waun ad ts | 
hath Wo ? who bath Carr who bath Contentio 22 9 
wwho bath Bakling.? who = Wounds without Cauſe 2 
who bath Re 155 Mm Eves 2. they: that 1 long as 
4 ie Wine 0 $540 ſeek mia Mine, Prov. z 

hy OL lave is 105 covetous. Wretch ? 

who lech early, fine up late, Tr the Bread of 
Carefulneſs to get ſomething, which, when gotten, | 
10 NO Nth reſtleb Cares and * leſt it ſhould 


Dow are frequently heaten, partly as. ; Slaves, 

x p ag Criminals, ſometimes in Sport and 

Water, and ſometimes for their perverſe wal - 
Nviour 8 c 00 n this Side Hell now and 

fn La 15 0 at te 0 1 poſt NL Cart's al, 

Wil Magi agiſtrate, W 

* Cane ciences give them, but the 

= e e reſerved - . „ for ſuch as 

8 WY and £9 7 not. Fe 2s 


EY clo tis fad, that Mady 7 is 
in mY hes — 2 ro live, Exel. IX. 3. dola- 


A & ; 


Ow” a 1 the 2 52 Prophet, 2 Pet. 


40. Dogs when mad or miſchieygus or ulele lz. 
Are 1 10 "out of the Way. This, alas! is too 
cn Ya of ratten or oe, Wenge * | 

uman Societies,. tho' ſometimes, ſuch of: gm the 
World-is 725 Ae NE HO or Malice haye 
ſubmitted to the Uke ignominious Death. *Tis in- 
deed Matter of 657 that Men. made After 
10 Similitude A; God ſhould be. thus expoſed, but 
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0 many who have lived like Dogs juſtly dic like | 
_ 


11. Dogs uſe to be Gin out of Doors, when | F 
the Farnily goes to bed; forced away into the dark. | 
There's here another melancholy Emblem of impe- | 
nitent Sinners. WITHOUT ARE DOGS, Rev. 


xxii. 15. and who theſe Dogs ate, we are inſbimtd 


by what follows, viz. Sorcerers, Whoremongers, Mur - 


therers, Sc. to ſuch as theſe the Mift of darkneſs is 


referved for ever, 2 Pet. ii. 17. The Blackneſs of dark- 
_ meſs for ever, Jud. xiii, Then ſaid the King io the 


Servants, bind him Hand and Foot, and take him 
away, and caſt bim into outer Dorin, Matt. i. 


12. Dogs often Howl when turned out of Doors. 
They return at Evening; they make a noiſe like 
a Dog, and go round about the City, Pal, lix. 6, 
18. ne tas is in divers Places applied to Sinners 


in the Prophetical Writings for the [Judgments | , 


which come upon them for their Wickedneſs in this 
World, but theſe to all finally impenitent ones, are 


direful Preſages of thoſe Miſeries in the next, which 
will extort perpetual Howlings from them. 


might here conſider alſo ſeveral kinds of DOGS 


{there being more ſubaltern ſpecies of this ſort of 


Brutes, than perhaps any other) and ſhew, you, how 
they guadrate with human Beings. For inſtance, 


Some Dogs are very fawning and obſequious, tho? 


they meet ſometimes with hard uſage: Theſe may 
reſemble Court Paraſites, and mean- ſpirited Flat- 
terers. Some are fierce and cruel, as Maſtiffs and 


Blood-hounds; to ſuch may Petfecutdrs* of 
Men and bloodthirſty Villains be likened. 206 
are ſly and crafty. To theſe may H pocrites be 
compar'd, who make a fair Skew in the Fleſh, to 
compaſs a ſecular Intereſt. Some will bite before 
they bark. wy theſe may be ſet * ſuch, as hav- 


ing 


| ſing theſe, _ on” CF 
I ſhall a little more particularly conſider what oc- 


FL.” YR 
ing a .rooted cankered Malice in their Hearts, la 
hold on the firſt Opportunity to vent it. Bt p.. 


1 


* 


curs in my, 


* 


ext; namely, the Vomit of a Dog, 


and his Return to his Vomit. 


the following reſpect s | 
1. Vomiting ariſes from the Foulneſs of the Sto- 
mach, or from Crudities and Indigeſtions there. 


1. The'Vomit of a Dog is applicable a Sinner in 


The profane Vomit of the Sons of Belial, their hor- 
rid Oaths and Execrations, their Ribaldry and Blaſ- 


phemies flow from the Impurity of their Hearts. 


Out of the Abundance of a filthy and rotten 


Soul, the Mouth utters corrupt things. A peniten- 


tial Vomit likewiſe proceeds from thoſe Sins, which 
an awakened Conſcience is not able to digeſt, and 


therefore throws them up again. 3 
2. Medicines are frequently made uſe of to excite 


Vomiting. The Devil hath his Drugs, which him- 
ſelf and his Emiſſaries apply with too fatal Succeſs to 
proce thoſe filthy. Eructations that come from his 


aſſals. Pious Friends and Neighbours, more eſpe- 


cially Miniſters, are employed in preſcribing proper 
'EMETICS in order to procure a penitential Vomit. 
The Precepts, Promiſes and Threatnings of the 
Goſpel, divine Mercies and Judgments are uſed for 
this Purpoſe, tho? alas! they often prove all of them 
incffetual, 8 | | 
3. Vomiting is attended with Pain; a profane 
Vomit ſometimes gives him that vomits Uneaſinels, 
when he feeleth ſome Pricks of Conſcience from a 
bold and daring Defiance of the divine Laws; for 
very few have arrived to ſuch a conſummate Hard- 
neſs as never to experience any Remorſe from the 
Commiſſion of flagrant Impieties. But however 
this be, a penitential Vomiting, to be ſure, always 
3 25 R e 
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%% 
geen atied ich ard Trouble and Anxiety. 17 


— 1 rely beard Ephraim bemoaning him 4 — 
Surely after that 1. was turned, 1 repented, and I 
| 148 That T was Titrufied,” I ſſibie #þon Thigh : 1 was 
— | | aſhamed,” yea ten Unfeanded = x & did. "Fear the 
" Reproach of my Youth, Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. For rodly 
[jj 3 00 8007175 Reponiance to Salvation not to * 25d re- 
of Peet of, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
ii | ; 5 Hat 2 1 Sicknels And Pain. before it be 
| Volk 8 greedily and delightfully Tal- 
Towedin. hw 3 fantly ſoever the Draughts of Sin 
i | are received, the Will afford Bitterneſs in the latter 
44 | end. Like the Bos ok which St. Jahn did eat in the 
| "Revelation, And. he ſaid into me, Take it and eat it 
4 2p, ad it ſtall make thy. Belly bitter, but it ſhall be in 
i thy Meulb feoeer as Honey. And I took the little Book 
— 1 "out of the Angelbs Hand, and it was in my Mouth feveet 
| Honey; and aſſoon of T'had eulen it, my Belly was 
14 "bitter, Rev. K. 9, 16. What'is very Srecable. in 


fie Rellection. 2 
5. VYothit” defileth every thing that it toüches; 3 
0 Grund whereon the „ Vowit! 18 poured out 15 pol- 
luted thereby, a Man' 8 "own Cloaths or the Gar- 
ments of his Friends, if it Happens to fall uy 
them. They whoſe 22 ind 1 ſeiences are 
led. (Tit. i. 15.) impart their Fi to thoſe with 
whom they converſe; and ſcatter their Vomit among 
old and young who inſenſibly contract olution 


from them. 
6. A profane Vomit is exceeding ti me. of- 


15 diſpleaſing, to ſee him diſcharge his Stomach is 
more ſo, it adds to the Diſguſt if oO Noftrils : are 


ſeous, were Be obliged to touch 971 aſte it. A drun- 
ken Man Rargering in bis own Von — ix. 1 4: ) 


1 


—— 


the Cottitniffion.” 1s equatt ſhocking : and irklome 1 in 


| | 


fenſive to the ſeyeral Senſes: To hear. à Dog vomit | 


affected therewith ;.'it would be.) yer far more ay | 


SS dt AS. aro . 


| 
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| ( 
is a {ad Spectacle. When all Tables are full of Vomit. 
und Filktineſs, ſo that there is no Place clean, Iſai. 
xxvii, 8. what an ayerſion is neceſſarily rais'd ? 


Aab wallowiug in bis Yamit muſt be not only a Di- 


riſion (Jer. xlviii. 26.) but an Abhorrence to all 


wiſe and good Men. Profane Wretches are 
loathſome | 


1. To God, that God who is of purer Eyes than 


to behold Iniquity, and cannot look upon any Sin 
without Deteſtation. Thoſe rebellious Hypocrites 
mentioned in I/ai. lxv. were a Smoak in God's Noſe, 
5 ver. He is often repreſented in Holy Writ, as 
abhorring Wickedneſs and wicked Men. Nay, he 
threatens 1% ſpue Laodicea our of bis Mueb, becauſe 
foe was neither hot nor cold, Rev. ii. 16. . 

2. To others, Sin is ſo baſe and vile a thing, 
that even ſome wicked Men are ſhock'd at the Be- 
haviour of ſuch as are more audacious and rampant 
in Vice than themſelves.; but all who have a fincere 


Love to God and his ways will undoubtedly nau- 
ſeate the unſavoury Emiſſions of their licentious | 


Neighbours: | 

3. To Sinners themſelves, when once they come 
to underſtand their Filthineſs, when they know the 
Plague of their own Hearts. Job abherred himſelf 
in Daft and Aßbes, Job xhi. 6. Tis propheſied that 
Sinners all loath themſelves for the Evils which they 
Bade commitied in all their Abominations, Ezek. vi. 9. 
And there fhall ye remember your Mays and all your Do- 


ings wherein ye have been defiled, and ye ſpall loath 


yourſelves in your own Sight for all your Evils that 


ge have committed, Ezek. xx. 43. To the ſame pur- 


poſe, Ezek, xxxvi. 31. 


* 


. When Perſons have vomited up what was 


burdenſome and oppreſſive to their Stomachs, they 
become more eaſy. Thus, when Sins which diſturbed 
the Conſcience are * by ſincere RR 
3 x mwWar 


(50) : 
inward Peace ſucceeds of courſe. When any un- 
teignedly repent, their Sins are blotted out through the 
Blood of Sprinkling. Acts iii. 19. 

2. There is ſometimes a Return of Dogs to their 
Vomit. 

1. They return to pour out their profane V omit. 
Thus Sinners return Day after Day to the Commiſ- 
ſion of their former Follies, to the ſame Round of 
Oaths and Curſes, to the ſame Irregularities and 
Exorbitancies in the Uſe, ar rather the Abufe, of 
God's good Creatures, to repeat the former Acts of 
filthy Lewdneſs. They come with a freſh Keen- 
neſs of Appetite, having a new Edge ſet upon their 
Paſſions thro” ſome Intermiſſions or - providential Re- 
ſtraints. As Waters dam'd for a time break forth 
with greater Violence, when;the F lood-gates are re- 
moved ; or a Bow, the more the Sring is drawn 
back, ſends forth the Arrow with more rapid 
Force; they return after frequent Promiſes, Pur- 
-poſes and Reſolutions to the contrary extorted from 
them under a Flaſh of Conviction. Wherefore 
Chriſtians may learn feom hence to. return with 


equal Vigour and Alacrity to the daily Performance 


of holy Duties. If Sinners return to Taverns and 
Alehouſes to make themſelves Beaſts, let the others 
return to their Cloſets to read the Scriptures and 


other good Books, to examine their own Hearts, to 


make apenitent Confeſſion of their Sins, and implore 
greater Meaſures of Divine Aſſiſtance for the Time 
to come. If wicked Men return to their Aſſociates 
to give and receive mutual Strength from them for 
doing the Devil's Work, ſhall not good Men re- 
turn to their Friends and Companions i in the way to 


Heaven, to ſtrengthen each others Hands and Hearts? ? 
But, 


. Dogs likewiſe return to lick up their paniten- 


* tial 9 — n of Conſcience ariſing 


a5; under 
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under che preaching of the Word, or the ſudden 
Deaths of their Brethren in Iniquity, or ſome bodily. 
Diſorders, or ſome other afflictive Providences, Sin- 
ners may come to certain Reſolves of Amendment; 
nay, their. Convictions may be ſo ſtrong, as to make 
them + roar under the Apprehenſions of Divine 
Wrath, and yet their Goodneſs be like the Morning 
Cloud or early Dew, that ſoon paſſeth away. They 
may repent of their "Repentance, and when the Pang 
of Deyotion is over, blame themſelves for their 
Faint-heartedneſs, and give themſelves up afreſh 
to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. What I 


now write, is mare than a mere Poſſibility, even 


a moſt deplorable Matter of Fact with Reference 
to many thouſands. Theſe, with all the fore-men- 
tioned Particulars, juſtly claim a more ample Diſ- 


_ cuſſion ; but I haſten to the Application, which will 


he ile brief. 

From what hath been ſaid, we may learn 
wo Name to give to the Receptacles of Sinners, 
even great and powerful ones. It Houſes take their 
Denomination from their reſpective Inhabitants, or 
from the Affairs uſually tranſacted in them, we 
may then look upon the ſtately SEATS of Right 
Worthipful or Right Honourable Sinners, as fo 
many ſumptuous DOG-HOUSES, ar ſplendid and 
magnificent KENNELS, tho? invironed with beau- 
tiful Gardens, Fountains, Parks, Wilderneſſes, and 
what not, if Swearing . and Curſing, Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonnelgare found 
within the Walls. 

2. I infer the Expediency of giving the fame 
Character, which the Holy Ghoſt uſeth, to Sinners, 
when we ſpeak of them, or converſe with them. I 
don't ſay always; for Chriſtianity teaches. us to be 
gentle, ſhewing all Meekneſs. to all Men. When Sin- 


ners behave like MEN (as many of them W 


G 2 Good- 
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Good. manners) we muſt return the ſame Civility 
we receive from them. Nay, Inferiors muſt not 
treat their Superiors, how profane ſoever, with the 
ſame Freedom they may their Equals. There is a 
Deference due from Children to Parents, from Ser- 
vants to Maſters, from Subjects to Magiſtrates ; 
when therefore ſuch talk or act vitiouſly, the moſt 
decent Reproofs are Sighs and Tears. It it fit to 
ay to a King thou art wicked ?. and to: Princes ye 
ere ungodly? Job xxxiv. 18, Nay, Seniority, tho* I) 
attended both with Vice; and Poverty, demands 
ſome Reſpect. Thou fhall riſe up before the hoary 
Head, and honour the Face of the old Man, Lev. 
xix. 32. Tis alſo prudent ſometimes to avoid 
provoking a rich Man, as one would take head 
of a Bear or Wolf, Beware of Dogs (Phil. ii. 2.) ] 
faith St. Paul; of ſuch Dogs as may bite and devour 
us. But the greater Part of Mankind being the 
22 both in Parſe and Senſe, it can ſurely be no 
arm to accoſt them in their own Dialect, or to 
make uſe of a Term grown ſo familiar among them- 
ſelves. When therefore we ſee or hear lewd Per- 
ſons pouring our their Oaths and Curſes together, | 
we may ſay, (without tranſgreſſing the Rules ß 
comman Civility) that there are ſo many Dogs vo- 
miting ; and if they expreſs any Pleaſure or Satif- 
faction in fuch helliſh Language given and received, 
we may ſay, theſe Dogs roll in, or lick ap, one ano- 
thers Vomit. Nay, ſhould an atheiſtical Bully of 
Wealth and Learning beyond his Neighbours (and 
ſome ſuch there are) take upon him in publick Com- 
pany to ridicule the Exiſtence of a God, the Soul's 
Immortality, or a future State, it were to be wiſh'd, 
that ſome bold Chriſtian were always preſent of a 
ready Wit, a valuble Tongue, and on all other Ac- 
his Equal, to confront him; who ſhould tell him, 
(with an Air of Diſdain, and as ſcornful an Empha- 
A put on his Words as poſſible) what a as a" 
l © In. = 


| (53) 
and SHAMELESS: DOG he is, while he oppoſes 
the common Reaſon of Mankind, and what a 
MISCHIEVOUS DOG he may alfo become, if 
the Poifon that he ſcatters by divulging his Princi- 
ples ſhould be ſucked in, as there's Danger it may, 
that therefore how badly ſoever it might have fared 
with himſelf, it would have been well for the World, 
if he had been hang'd out of it long ago. It may 
farther be aſk'd him, whether he is ſo great a Fool, 
as to imagine, becauſe he walks upon two Legs in- 
ſtead of four, and wears perhaps a Sword by his 
Side, or a laced Coat on his Back, that therefore he 
is entitled to the Regard of a GENTLEMAN, 
while he demeans himſelf below a BRUTE. If he 


falls into obſcene Diſcourſe (as is a very common 
Caſe) and delights in dauble Entenders, the NASTY | 


DOG ſhould be aſk*'d what he means, and beg d 
to retire to a Bog-houſe, and caſt out his filthy Vomit 
there. Such Rebuffs would tend more to the Mor- 
tification (if not Conviction) of diſſolute and haughty 
Wretches, than giving that which is holy to Dogs, 
Mat. vii. 6. or arguing gravely from the Principles 
of Reaſon and Religion, when both the Arguments 
and Arguers would become Laughing- ſtocks: Some 
muſt be rebuked ſharply, or cuttingly, Tit. i. 19, 

I cannot think it wholly unſeaſonable to fay a 
Word or two to Magiſtrates, if this Paper ſhould 


come into any of their Hands (for what is written 


does nor bluſh) to preſs them humbly and earneſtly 


to the Reformation of themſelves and their Fami- 


hes, particularly that none of them would imitate 
Dogs in promiſcuous Venery, that they would ab- 
ſtain from Fornication, aud poſſeſs their Veſſels in Sanc- 
tification and Hononr, not in the Luſt of Concupi/- 
cence, 1 Theſ. iv. 3, 4, 5. For Marriage is Bo- 
nourable in all, and the Bed undefiled ; but Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers God will judge. Tis indeed 
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a very melanchaly Conſideration, and what I wiſh 


great Men would more univerſally reſent, that they 
who are ferved and honoured by MEN, their Do- 
meſtics and others, ſhould place themſelves an a 
Level with their DOGS, and be in Danger of being 
turn*d away by the great Maſter of the Houſhold 
as DOGS: ar laſt ;- for. with bim there is no Reſpect 
of Perfons. I would likewiſe intreat ſuch to ſet up 


the Worſhip of God in their Houſes ; and tho? they 


have for the moſt part diſmiſſed their Chaplains, to 
officiate themſelves intheir Room; to be alſo as zealous 
in puniſhing groſs and ſeandalousOffenders againſt the 
Laws of the Land now, as their Predeceſſors were in 
the Suppreſſion of religious Aﬀemblies heretofore. 
Righteouſneſs 'exalteth a Nation. In the Days of the 
Uſurpation, when vaſtly inferior in Riches and Num- 
bers to what we are at preſent, we became the Ter- 


ror of Europe, through a general Face of Sobriety 


then prevailing amongſt us, whatſoever Hypocriſy 
we may ſuppoſe blended with it. | | 
Nor can it be improper to folicit Chriſtian Miniſ- 
ters of all Denominations, while Iniquity ſo abounds, 
to guard againſt the Characters given to the Watch- 
men of old, Iſai. lvi. 10, 11. not to be dumb Dogs, 
which cannot 'bark, when profane Dogs open their 


black Mouths, and roar loudly ; nor yet greedy 


Dogs which can never have enough, regarding the 
Fleeces more than the Flocks. For though it muſt 
be owned, the Populace act very abſurdly in ſlight- 
ing the goed Advice and following the bad Example 
of their Guides in Matters of the greateſt Import- 


ance, when they hearken to the Directions of a ſkil- 


ful Phyſician or Lawyer about their Bodies or Eſtates, 


however irregular Both of them are in Life, yet Mi- 


niſters ſhould cut off Occaſion from thaſe that ſeek 
it, and ſa walch for the Souls of others, as they that 
wt give an account, that they may do it with Foy and 
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not with Grief, Heb. xiii. 17. They muſt be faith - 
ful, tho* Dogs ſhould compaſs them, and the Aſſembly 
of the Wicked ſhould incloſe them, Pſal. xxii. 16. The 

ndifference and Averſeneſs of their People, nay, the 
Ferils they may expoſe themſelves unto, muſt not 
j;Fevail with them to bate an Ace of their Warmth 

and Zeal. 
In fine, I would urge all my Readers to ſeek a Por- 


| tion in the next Life, *Twas an Obſervation of Lu- 


ther, that the whole Turkiſh Empire was but a Cruſt 
which the great Maſter of the Family gave to his 
Dogs. Do not then content yourfelves with preſent 
Acquiſitions, or Proſpects limited to time. Pray 
conſtantly for your ſelves, your Friends and Neigh- 
bours, nay your Enemies alſo, that both You and 
whey may be prepared for that Day, when this in- 
ror Orb ſhall ſpew out all its Inbabitants, when a 
ſhameful Spewing ſball be on all the Glory of Sinners 
(Hab. ii. 16) when Earth and Seas ſhall vomit up 
the Dead that are in them, when all the Fire lodg'd 


in the Bowels of the Earth ſhall\ likewiſe be caſt up, 
and mingle with the cracking Heavens to ma 
one dreadful Blaze; That when Hell | 
in all thoſe whom Heaven will reject, 


have an Entrance miniftred unto you abundantly 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. e 
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